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ABSTRACT

This report presents a procedure for estimating the current condition and residual life of

+ 'safety-related cast stainless steel components in light water reactors (LWRs). The proce-
dure accounts for loss of fracture toughness caused by thermal embrittlement and includes
the following: areview of design and fabrication records, inservice inspection records, and
operating history; a fracture mechanics evaluation to determine the required toughness at
end-of-lifc using worst-loads and worst-flaw indications; current and future toughness es-
‘timates; and criteria regarding continued service, repair, or replacement of the component
being evaluated. The report discusses the available Charpy V-notch impact energy, fracture
toughness, tensile strength, fatigue resistance, and fatigue-crack growth data, and presents
two methods for assessing the degree of thermal embrittiement: metallurgical evaluation
and analytical modeling of inservice degradation. . ‘
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INEL FOREWORD

The United States was one of the first nations to use
nuclear power to commercially generate electricity
and, therefore, has some of the oldest operating com-
mercial reactors. As U.S. light water reactars (LWRS)
have matured, problems associated with time- or use—
dependent degradation (aging) mechanisms such as
stress corrosion, radiation embrittlement, fatigue, and
other effects have occurred and have raised questions
about the continued safety and viability of older nu-
clear plants. Some of the recent aging-related prob-
lems include primary water stress corrosion cracking
of pressurized water reactor (PWR) pressurizer heater
sleeves and instrument nozzles and PWR steam gener-
ator tube plugs, steam generator tube ruptures caused
by high-cycle fatigue and by a failed tube plug, signif-
icant wall-thinning of light water reactor metal con-
tainments caused by corrosion, fatigue failure of
boiling water reactor (BWR) recirculation pump inter-
nals (resulting in potential damags to reactor pressure
vessel core and internals), catastrophic failure of a
“nonnuclear” portion of a PWR feedwater lins caused
by erosion—corrosion, and through-wall thermal-
fatigue cracks in high—pressure safety injection lines
and a residual heat removal line.

At the same time, with a continnally increasing de-
mand for electricity and limited new generating capac-
ity under construction, the U.S. electric utilities are
motivated 10 keep their existing plants operating be-
yond the original design life at as high a capacity as
possible. The economics of plant life extension are
clearly favorable. Studies cosponsored by the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) and the Electric Power
Research Institute (BPRI) show that replacing any
single nuclear plant component can easily be justified,
if the life of the plant can be extended for a number of
years. Extending the life of 2 1000-MW plant by
20 years is expected to realize a net present worth of
perhaps $1 billion.

Therefore, the potential problems of managing ag-
ing in older plants and the resolution of technical
safety issues in consideration of the development of
appropriate license renewal criteria have become a
major focus for the research sponsored by the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (USNRC), An im-
portant part of the USNRC research effort is the
Nuclear Plant Aging Research (NPAR) Program that is
being conducted at several national laboratories, in-
cluding the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory
(INEL). One of the NPAR program tasks at the INEL
is to develop the appropriate technical criteria for the
USNRC to assess the residual life of the major PWR
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and BWR components and structures. These
assessments will help the USNRC identify and resolve
safety issues associated with LWR aging degradation
anddevelop policies and guidelines for making operat-
ing plant license renewal decisions.

Most of the effort for this life assessment task is
focused on integrating, evaluating, and updating the
technical information relevant to aging and license re-
newal from current or completed NRC and industry
research programs, A five-step approach is being pur-
sued to accomplish the life assessment task: (1) iden-
tify and prioritize major components, (2) identify
degradation sites, mechanisms and stressors, and po-
tential failure modes for each component, and then
evaluate the current inservice inspection (ISI) meth-
ods, (3) assess advanced inspection, surveillance, and
monitoring methods, (4) develop life assessment mod-
els and procedures, and (5) support the development of
technical criteria for license renewal.

A brief discussion of each of these steps follows:

1. Identification and prioritization of major
components: Virtually all major equipment
contained within a nuclear plant complex is
subject to soms aging degradation and must
be evaluated in an aging and licensee renewal
program, From the USNRC's perspective of
ensuring the health and safety of the public,
the first step in this assessment task was to
identify those major componeats critical to
nuclear power plant safety. Components that
help contain the release of fission products
during normal, off-normal, or accident con-
ditions were selected. The PWR components

"(in rough order of importance) include the
reactor pressure vessel (RPV); the contain-
ment and basemat; reactor primary coolant
piping, safe ends, and nozzles; steam genera-
tors; reactor coolant pump bodies; pressurizer
and associated surge and spray lines; control
rod drive mechanisms; cables and connec-
tors; emergency diesel generators; RPV inter-
nals; RPV supports; and feedwater lines and
nozzles. A similar list was developed for
BWRs except that the containment was
ranked most important. Although some PWR
steam generator and BWR recirculation pip-
ing have been replaced, their replacement isa
major, time—consuming operation. In addi-
tion, steam generator tubes and recirculation
piping constitute a part of the primary pres-
sure boundary, and therefore, aging



3.

evaluation of these components is included in
this task. The lifetime of many of the smatler,
less expensive components such as the
pumps, valves, sensors, batteries, controls,
etc. is often less then the initial license period
of 40 years, and these components are usually
repaired, refurbished, or replaced relatively
frequently. Therefore, these components are
being studied in other NPAR tasks that are
focusing more on reliability, availability, and
maintainability than on life assessments.

Identification of the degradation sites, mech-

anisms and stressors, end the potential fail-
ure modes and evaluation of the current ISI
methods: Time-oruse~dependent damage or

eging can be caused by one or several differ- -

ent mechanisms active within a component,
structure, or material and, if not recognized

- and properly managed, may result in some
- type of failure or impairment of function, The

degradation is often the result of interactions
between design, materials, operational
stressors, and environments. Poor design,
improper material selection, severe environ-
ments, or inadequate maintenance practices
can accelerate the degradation. Therefore,
identification and understanding of the de-
sign, materials, stressors, environments, and
aging mechanisms is essential. This step con-
sists of identifying and qualitatively evaluat-
ing the stressors, potential degradation sites
and mechanisms, probable failure modes, and
current ISI methods for each of the selected
major components. This quatitative analysis
of the degradation sites and processes and
current ISI methods is essential to developing

a proper understanding of the impact of aging
on safe operation of nuclear power plants and
-identifying and prioritizing the unresolved
technical issnes relevant to nuclear power

plant aging and license renewal.

Assessment of advanced inspection, surveil-
lance, and monitoring methods: Knowledge

. of the current damage state of the material is

essential for & proper assessment of the resid-
ual kife of a component or structure. Inservice

inspections are performed to measure the cur-
rent state of damage. However, many of the

standard nondestructive examination (NDE)
methods employed to satisfy current ISI re-
quirements were developed for the detection
and qualitative assessment of fabrication—
related flaws. These methods are not entirely

adequate for residual life assessment. Inspec-
tions for life assessment generally require
greater detection reliability and a more quan-
titative determination of defects and accumu-
lated damage than traditional ISI, Therefore,
it is essential that emerging methods for in-
spection be developed and evaluated and that
they accurately determine, for example, the
size, shape, location, orientation, and type of
both surface and internal flaws.

. Develop (or evaluate) life assessment models

and procedures: An important feature of this
NPAR task is the development of models or

~ procedures to estimate the remaining useful
. life of the major, risk-significant LWR com-
~ ponents and structures. The residual life

assessment models and procedures appropri-
ate for various structures and components
may differ considerably. However, a general
approach that may wark well for many of the
reactor primary system pressure boundary
components, the containment, and possibly

‘other major components is as follows: (a)
+ ‘evaluate the present state of the component,
- (b) estimate the change expected during the

planned operating period, (c) identify appro-

“priate design requirements, and (d) compare

the estimated condition of the component at
the end of the planned operating period with

: thedesxgnreqmmnents

'Ihe component state or condmon of interest
might be one or more of its material proper-
ties, such as fracture toughness, fatigue
usage, strength, elasticity, etc., and/or one or
more geometry characteristics, such as flaw
size, wall thinning from wear, corrosion, and

*. erosion, tolerances, eic. These characteristics

can be determined by inspection, destructive
examination, analysis, or other methods.
However, note that the use of analysis to esti-
mate key material properties (such as fracture
toughness or elasticity) and component ge-

ometry changes from wear, con'osian,

sion, flaw growth, etc., gencrally requires a

, goodhwwledgeoftheuuualmamﬂcondx

tion and tolerances and a very good under-
standing of the relationships between

- stressors and states. This understanding must

be based on appropriate data and physical

. models.

'Ihechangesinmecompdnentstateoreondi-
tion during some future planned operating pe-
riod (such as a license renewal period) can be



estimated based on conservative extrapola-
tion of previous ISI (for example, wall thick-
ness data) and destructive examination
measurements or analysig. Again, the analy-
sis tools should reflect a good understanding
of the physical relationships between the op-
erating stressors and the changes in the com-
ponent state or condition,

The component or structural design require-
ments should be based on traditional engi-
neering analyses (thermal, hydraulic, stress,
neutronic, etc., as appropriate) or testing and
reflect appropriate margins between the ex-
pected loads and the calculated failure loads.
The original design analysis may be suffi-
cient for some components. A revised design
analysis may be necessary for other compo-
nents subject to additional cycles, previously
unknown stressors, etc. New information
may, in some cases, allow a reduction in or re-
vised estimate of the margin,

The final step, comparing the design require-
ments with the expected condition of the
component, would be followed, of course, by
a decision to replace or repair the component
ar leave the component as is. The comparison
of design requirements with a component’s
expected condition might also influence the
planned future operating period (license re-
newal period) and the frequency of future ISI
ar destructive examination activities,

A somewhat different approach is associated
with components subject to environmental
qualification (EQ) requirements. These are
components that must function properdy dur-
ing a narmal operating period of some given
duration and also during selected design basis
accidents (DBA), Here three general ap-
proaches might be considered: (a) compare
actual operating environments with the
preaging EQ environments, (b) compare esti-
mated mechanical propertics at the end of the
planned operating period with the preaged
EQ sample mechanical propesties, and (c) re-
move samples from the plant, add additional
aging (toreflect the expected aging during the
planned future operating period), and subject
the samples to DBA testing. The first two ap-
proaches require modeling of the complex re-
lationships between environmental stressors,
aging degradation (which are often material
property changes), and time. The third ap-

proach provides results with more certainty
but possibly at the highest cost.

The residual life assessment models or proce-
dures will have a strong impact on the devel-
opment of technical criteria for license
renewal. It is important that the limitations
and uncertainties associated with whichever
approach is chosen be assessed so that confi-
dence intervals can be calculated and safety
margins properly assessed.

S. Development of technical criteria for license
rerewal: The results and outputs obtained
from the activities discussed above will be

. used to help the USNRC identify and resolve
technical safety issues associated with LWR
aging degradation and develop policies and
guidelines for making license renewal deci-
sions. The qualitative analysis of the degrada-
tion sites and processes and current ISI
methods (Step 2) will facilitate the identifica-
tion and priaritization of the uaresolved tech-
nical issues relevant to nuclear power plant
aging and license renewal. The qualitative
analysis will also help provide the USNRC
and industry a basis for life assessment model
(or procedure) development. The assess—
ments of the advanced inspection, surveil-
lance and monitoring methods conld provide
a technical basis for acceptance or rejection
of any ISI associated with a life assessment.
Most important, the use of acceptable life
assessment models or procedures could form
the technical basis for a revised license re-
newal safety analysis report (SAR) as well as
a revised NRC standard review plan and reg-
ulatory guides.

Overall project results to date are as follows. The
first two steps have been completed, and results are
presented in a two-volume report: Residual Life
Assessment of Major Light Water Reactor Components
- Overview, NUREG/CR-4731. Some progress has
been made on Step 3, the assessment of emerging in-
spection, surveillance, and monitoring methods, The
emerging inspection, monitoring, and material evalua-
tion methods are briefly discussed in Volume 1 of
NUREG/CR-4731. An indepth assessment of both
advanced fatigus monitoring and matezial evaluation
methods will be published in the near future. Indepth
assessments of improved acoustic monitoring, agd-
vanced ultrasonic testing, and eddy current techniques
are in progress.

Life assessment procedures will be published soon
for five major components as part of Step 4: PWR




reactor pressure vessels, reinforced concrete contain-
ments, cast stainless steel components, PWR steam
generator tubes, and metal containments, We plan to
‘publish these procedures in this multi-volume
NUREG report, as indicated below.

' PWR Reactor Pressure Vessels — Volume 1
Reinforced Concrete Containments - Volume 2
Cast Stainless Steel Components — Volume 3

PWR Steam Generator Tubes — Volume 4
Metal Containments — Volume §

Life assessment models or procedures fbr the other
major components and structures will be presented in
future volumes of this report.

P. E. MacDonald
V. N. Shah
September 1990



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Many critical pressure boundary components in
commercial light water reactors (LWRs) are composed
of cast stainless steels, Life assessment procedures are
needed for these components because cast stainless

steels are subject to thermal embrittlement during -

long-term service exposurs at LWR operating temper-
atures. The components of concern include pump
bodies, reactor coolant piping and fittings, surge lines
(in a few plants), pressurizer spray heads, check
valves, control rod drive mechanism housings, and
contrel rod assembly housings. These are made of
grade CE-8, CF-8A, or CF-8M stainless steel in U.S.
LWRs; grade CR-3 stainless steel also is used in some
foreign LWRs. The purpose of this project was to
review (he available data on thermal embrittlement of
cast stainless steels and to develop updated procedures
for life assessment of key LWR cast stainless steel
components.

Cast stainless steels have a two-phase microstruc-
ture consisting of ferrits islands in an austenite matrix.
With long-term thermal exposure at LWR operating
temperatures, other phases form in the ferrite phase
that causs it to become hard and brittle, while the aus-
tenite remains ductils. If the amount of ferrite is small,
and if it is distributed evenly and finely throughout the
austenits, then the properties of the casting are not sig-
nificantly affected by the thermal embrittlement of the
ferrite. However, as the amount of ferrite and the
coarseness of its distribution increase, the thermal em-
brittlement of the ferrite increasingly affects the prop-
erties of the casting.

The propesties most affected by thermal embxittle-
ment are Charpy V-notch (CVN) impact energy and
fracture toughness (Jic). Both of thess properties de-
crease as the degree of thermal embrittlement in-
creases, If thess values become too low, the structural
integrity of a cast stainless steel component could be
seriously impaired. The available data indicate that
thermalcmbtittlcmmtdoesnmhavealargeeﬁecton
tensile, fatigue-crack initiation, or low—cycle fatigue—
crack growth behavior. However, more fatigne-crack—
growth data are needed for CF-8 and for all cast
stainless steels in the high-cycle (low growth rate, near
threshold) regime. Thus, for life assessment of cast
stainless steel components, the main concern is loss of
- fracture toughness and impact energy. Data and engi-
. neering models have been developed to help predict
the degres of embrittlement as a function of thermal
exposure history. For reactor internals, there also is a
concern that irradiation may embrittle the austenite
and add to the gverall embrittlement of the component.

No information on this potential problem was found
during this project, bat it is an area that merits future
study.

The minimum CVN impact energy after long-term
aging has been found to be proportional to the square
of the fraction of ferrite, the mean ferrite spacing, and
achemical-composition parameter. This model should
be developed further for application to the assessment
of components, A time-temperature parameter can be
used to define lower-bound trends to the available im-
pactenergy values for cast stainless steels as a function
of chemical composition and thermal exposure time.
In this project we propose a model that uses that pa-
rameter to predict the impact energy decrease for any
particular lot of cast stainless steel, This predicted im-
pact energy value or the predicted minimum impact
energy value is then used to estimate fracture tough-
ness from correlations between impact energy and
fracture toughness at both room temperature and
290°C. This proposed approach should provide a con-
servative estimats of fracture toughness for uss in the
structural integrity assessment of cast stainless steel
components.

Inservice inspection (ISI) is needed to define type,
size, and location of defects in cast stainless steel com-
ponents so that the structural integrity of these compo-
nents can be evaluated, Use of radiography during ISI
is less practical than during fabrication and is ineffi-
cient. In addition, conventional ultrasonic testing (UT)
methods are not reliable to detect flaws in cast stainless
steel components because coarss grains and differeat
grain structures in cast stainless steel result in a low
signal-to-noise ratio. Advanced UT methods with en-
hanced signal-to-noise ratios are being developed.
These methods have an improved capability to detect
flaws in cast stainless steel components and have been
used to inspect statically cast components in several
PWR plants, The effect of grain structure on the propa-
gation of ultrasonic waves in cast stainless steel mate-
rial has been studied to increase the accuracy of
locating defects. Because of the difficulties with radi-
ography and UT methods to detect and size flaws,
application of the acoustic emission technique to de-
tect crack growth in cast stainless steel needs to be
evaluated,

Weld repair procedures are employed to remove
fabrication defects during the original production of
cast stainless steel components, It shonld be possible to

Vil




adapt, modify, and qualify those procedures for
performing weld repairs to components that are in
service in order to extend their useful life.

We developed a procedure for estimating the current
condition and residual life of key LWR cast stainless
steel components. The procedure is implemented in
-nine major steps. The first three steps involve the col-
lection, examination, and storage of records for fabri-
cation and construction, inservice inspection, and
operating history. The fourth step involves a conserva-
tive fatigue and fracture mechanics evaluation to de-
termine the worst-case flaw size and the minimum
required fracture toughness at the end of the next oper-
ating period. In the fifth step, the current condition of
the material is assessed using either 8 proposed analyt-

ical mode}, microstructural data, or measured proper-

ties (or using some combination of those three
methods). In the sixth step, the results of the fourth and

fifth steps arc combined to evaluate the structural in-

tegrity of the componeat. The seventh step establishes

what actions (none, repair, replace, or shut down) are
to be taken, and the eighth step establishes the plan for
the next IS1, From this point, the steps are repeated (the
component is reevaluated) asmeeded.

Future work is recommended to provide informa-
tion for use in implementing the life assessment proce-
dure. Guidelines of worst—case thermal embrittlement
data should be developed. Thermal embrittlement sur-
veillance programs should be initiated. More impact
and fracture toughness data should be developed for
material aged and tested at maximum LWR operating
temperatures. The aging parameter mode! should be
improved to better account for the observed mecha-
nisms of thermal embrittlement. The work on evalua-
tion of the relation of ferrite amount and spacing to the
degree of embrittlement should be continued. High-
cycle fatigue~crack-growth tests should be performed
on aged and irradiated materials, especially CF-8. The
use of field replication and magnetic measurements for
characterizing cast stainless steels should be demon-
strated and validated. Techniques involving the use of
substandard sized specimens and microhardness to
quantify the degree of thermal embrittlement should
be developed. Repair welding procedures should be
qualified and validated. Fracture-mechanics analyses
should be performed for representative combinations
of components and operating histories to estimate the
minimum fracture toughness required for safe opera-
tion, ISI methods and programs should be modified to

- incorporate procedures and evaluations appropriate to

cast staintess steel components.
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LIFE ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES FOR
MAJOR LWR COMPONENTS
VOLUME 3: CAST STAINLESS STEEL
COMPONENTS

1. INTRODUCTION

All operating commercial nuclear power plants in
the United States are light water reactor (LWR) sys-
tems; they employ a variety of cast stainless steel com-
ponents in the primary pressure boundary, Cast
stainless steel is used because of its high resistance o
hot cracking, corrosion, and stress—corrosion cracking,
and because of its improved mechanical properties
(Solomon and Devine, Jr., 1983). In addition, use of
cast stainless steel provides benefits of the casting
process in manufacturing. Complex shapes, such as
pump housings, valve bodies, and fittings are statically
cast; usually the molten metal is poured into a fixed
sand mold. Cylindrical shapes, such as pipes, are cen-
trifugally cast; the molten metal is poured into a ro-
tating sand-lined metal casing.

'Maintaining the structural integrity of these
components is essential to the safe operation of the

power plants. Thus, any mechanism that may -

degrade the mechanical propertics of the cast
.. stainless steels used in these components
should be considered in efforts to extend the operating
life of an LWR. Thermal embrittlement at LWR oper-
atmg temperatures is the major degradation mecha-
nism of concern for cast stainless steel components.

Typical operating temperatures in pressurized water -

- reactor (PWR) primary coolant piping varies from 288

10 327°C (550 to 621°F) (Shah and MacDonald, 1987),

and the PWR pressurizers operate at 343°C (650°F).
The typical operating temperature in boiling water
reactors is about 282°C (540°F) (Shah and
MacDonald, 1989). For service exposure in this rela-

tively low-temperature range, the embrittlement oc-

cmataveryslowrgteov;rgpeﬁodofmanyyears.

As aging progresses, and the degree of embrittle-

ment increases, the critical flaw size decreases; thus,

- even initial defects that do not grow, as well as those -

that may grow subcritically, may in time become de-
fects of critical size. During structural integrity assess—
ments of cast stainless steel components, one must
determine if the critical defect size will become too
small to be reliably detected during inservice inspec-

tion (ISI). Finally, leak-before-break (LBB) analysis
should be performed to determine if a detectable leak
will develop before a growing crack reaches a critical
size for unstable propagation.

The concern about possible thermal embrittlement
becomes progressively more important as cast stain-
less steel components enter the second half of the
40-yr period of a nuclear power plant’s original oper-
ating license, and as extending the operating license
for an additional period of 20 years or more is consid-
ered. The potential problem of thermal embrittlement
is aggravated by the fact that the current nondestruc-

- tive examination (NDE) techniques used for wrought

stainless stecls usually are not as effective when
applied to cast stainless steels.

The objectives of this report are to review the avail-
able information on therma! embrittlement of cast
stainless steels, discuss methods of assessing the
degree of embrittlement for inservice cast stainless
steel componeats, discuss the possible effects of inser-
vice repair welding on thermal embrittlement, and sug-
gest possible approaches for evaluating the remaining
gafe life of cast stainless stee! components, approaches
that can be used in efforts to extend the operating li-
cense of a light water reactor. To provide background
for these discussions, the following sections of this in-
troduction briefly describe () the LWR cast stainless
steel components of interest and (b) the physical met-
allurgy of cast stainless steels.

1.1 LWR Cast Stalnless Steel
Compqnents

. Table 1 lists the eight LWR cast stainless steel com-

‘ pmmtsednsxderedmﬂuspro;et:t.ﬂwfolloﬁrmgpam
- graphs give brief descriptions of these components.

ReactorCoolamPuanody 'l'hreetypesofwacwr
coolant pump bodies are used in LWR plants, Types F

-and E pumps are used in PWRs, and Type C pumps are

used in BWRs. Pump bodies are manufactured using

- CE-8, CF-8A, or CF-8M statically cast stainless steel

sections that are subsequently welded. The casting is
typically done in mare than one piece because of the



Table 1. LWR cast stainless steel components

Type of Number
Component Casting Grads of Plants Comments
Reactor Coolant Static CP-8 Type Fin 61 plants
Pump Body CR-8M Type Bin 15 plants
CR-8A Type C in all BWRs
Coolant Piping Centrifugal CR-3A 20 44% of Westinghouss
CR-8M 7 plants
Coclant Piping Static CF-8A 27 All Westinghouse
Fittings plants
Surge Lines Centrifugal CPR-8M Some Combustion
: Engineering Plants
Pressurizer Static Westinghouse plants
Spray Head ‘
Check Valves Static CF-8M Some Westinghouse plants
Recirculation Static CR-8 BWR plants
Piping Fittings CR-8M
Control Rod Drive Static CR-8 Some Westinghouse plants
Mechanism Housing
Core Intemnals Static CF-8,CR-3 PWR and BWR plants

size of the pump body, and the pieces are welded
together to produce the final assembly (Shah and
MacDonald, 1989). Recent designs of Type F pump
casings decreased or ¢liminated ths number of weld-
ments as it became practical to manufacture larger
casting sections, The pump impellers are made of
CR-3 cast stainless steel. Figures 1 through 3 show the
pump configurations (ASME Code Section IH).

Figure 1 shows a Type F pump. Most Type F pumps
are manufactured by Westinghouse, Their wall thick-
ness ranges from 100 to 200 mm (4 to 8 in.). These
pumps ars used in Westinghouss and some Babcock &
Wilcox (B&W) plants. Type F pumps are used ina
total of 61 nuclear plants. The Bingham—Willamette
Company also makes Type F pumps that are used in
some B&W plants, Type F pumps are manufactured
using an electroslag welding process with no postweld
heat treatment; the lack of such treatment can leave
soms high residual stresses at lavels near yield
strength, (Section I of the ASME Boiler and Pressure

Vessel Code for Class I components neither requires
nor prohibits postweld heat treatments for austenitic
stainless steel welds.)

Figure 2 shows a Type B pump. Type E pumps are
manufactured by Byron Jackson Pump Division,
Borg-Warner Corporation. These pumps have wall
thicknesses in the range of 60 to 80 mm (2 to 3 in.).
They are used in 15 B&W and Combustion Engineer-
ing (CE) plants, These pumps are manufactured with
manyuzal welds followed by a full solution heat treat-
ment, which eliminates nearly all the residual stresses
if the assembly is slowly cooled from the solution
treating temperature. However, the welded castings are
quenched from the solution treatment temperatures
[~1038 to 1149°C (1900 to 2100°F)) to avoid sensiti-
zation, which can leave high residual stresses (Shah
and MacDonald, 1989). Any improvement provided
by solution heat treatment is limited because the sec-
tions of ths pump body are thick, The optimum im-
provement will be at and near the surface, because the




rate of cooling is important. To minimize sensitization
and residual streasses in Type E and C pumps (de-
scribed in the next paragraph), all welding performed
after the solution heat treatment of the matesial is lim-
ited to a low-heat input no greater than 1900 J/cm
(5000 Jfin.). ,

.. Figure 3 shows a Type C pump. Type C pumps are

" manufactured by Byron Jackson Pump Division,
"Borg-Warner Corporation, for use in all GE BWR
plants. These are smaller than the pumps used in PWR
plants. The smaller size accommodates the lower
* system pressures and space limitations of BWRs. Type
C pumps also are manufactured with manual welds
followed by a full solution heat treatment. In most
cases, these welded castings also are quenched from
the solution treatment temperature, which can leave
high residual stresses. '
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Reactor Coolant Piping. The newer Westinghouse
plants use centrifugally cast CR-8A or CF-8M stain-
less steel for the main coolant piping (Shah and
MacDonald, 1987). CE, B&W, and older
Westinghouse plants did not use cast stainless steel for

- main coolant piping. Table 2 gives the names, sizes,
" operating age in years, and piping materials for the 27

Westinghouse plants with cast stainless steel primary

- piping (Egan et aL., 1987; USNRC, 1988a). The plants

are listed in chronological order of their operating li-
cense dates. The typical diameter of the coolant piping
is about 0.8 m (32 in.). Almost no probléms have been

" detected in centrifugally cast piping to date (Egan
et al, 1987). R

Reactor Coolant Piping Fittings. The main coolant
piping fittings, such as elbows, are statically cast
CF-8A stainless steel. All Westinghouse plants use this
material in the primary coolant pipe fittings. Generally,

8 larger population and decper defects are expected

in statically cast components than in welds or



centrifugally cast components. This should be taken
into account when selecting sites for inservice
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Figure 3. BWR Type C coolant pump.

Surge Line. The surge line connects the reactor cool-
ant piping hot leg to the pressurizer, As the tempera-
ture of the reactor coolant fluctuates, the volume
increases or decreases, causing water to flow into or
out of the pressurizer through the surge line, Typically,
the surge line is made of austenitic stainless steel.
However, in some Combustion-Engineering plants the
surge line is made of CF—8M stainless steel. This line
is typically 300-mm (12-in.) diameter Schedule 160
pipe (Shah and MacDonald, 1989). The pressurizer
end of the surge line has operating temperatures as
high as ~343°C, which is the highest operating temper-
ature of the major PWR primary coolant pressure
boundary components,

Pressurizer Spray Head. The pressurizer spray head
is the tenmination of the spray line and is located in the

steam space of the pressurizer. The cold-leg coolant
sprays through the spray head into the pressurizer to
reducs the pressure in the primary coolant system. In
Westinghouse plants, the spray head is made of cast
stainless steel and is subjected to an operating temper-
ature of approximately 343°C (650°F), which is the
saturation temperature at the PWR operating pressure.

Check Valves. Check valves with cast stainless steel
bodies are installed in LWR safety systems having
stainless steel piping. For example, in Westinghouse
emergency core cooling systems (ECCS), there are
cast stainless steel check valves to prevent flow from
the primary loop hot leg or cold leg back into the
ECCS piping (USNRC, 1988b; Greenstreet et al.,
1985).

Recirculation Piping Fittings and Valves, The BWR
recirculation piping fittings, such as elbows and tees,
and pump suction and discharge valves, are statically
cast CF-8 and CF-8M stainless steel.

Control Rod Drive Mechanism Housing. The con-
trol rod drive mechanism (CRDM) housing constitutes
a primary pressure boundary. In certain Westinghouse
plants, some of the CRDM housings are made of CF-8
cast stainless steel (Shah and MacDonald, 1989).

Core Internals. Core internals made of cast stainless
steel may be subjected to both thermal and irradiation
embxittlement during long-term service. In CE plants,
the control rod assembly shrouds are made of centrifu-
gally cast CP-8 stainless steel. In Westinghouse~type
plants, the lower support structures, cruciform instru-
ments guides, and flow mixer plates are made of stain-
less steel castings. In GE plants, the orificed fuel
supports are made of CF-8, and parts of the jet-pump
assembly are made of CP-8 and CR-3 stainless steel
castings.

An evaluation of the effects of irradiation on stain-
less steel castings should be made. This report reviews
the thermal embrittlement of such castings. The ther-
mal embrittiement is caused by embrittiement of the
ferrite phase in the ferrite/austenite microstructure that
is inherent in these alloys. The austenite phase is duc-
tile and remains so after thermal exposure; thus, when
the fraction of ferrite is small, the degree of overall
embrittlement of the casting is low. However, if the
components used in internals are subjected to high
levels of irradiation, the austenite phase could become
embrittled as well, In such a case, whers both the aus-
tenite and ferrite phases are embrittled, the overall
structural integrity of the casting could be in question.




Teble 2. Castprimary coolant piping materials

(Egan et al,, 1987; USNRC, 19882)
Unit Numbér Operating
, Size of System Age* : Pipe
Plant Name N (MWe) - _Loops (Years) Material
Kewaunee S 560 2 14 CF-8M
Prairic Island 2 . 530 2 14 CF-8M
Cook 1 - 1090 4 12 CF-8M
Farley A '_ - 829 3 10 CF-8A
Trojan - 130 4 9 CE-8A
Cook 2 - 1054 - 4 9 CR-8M
Beaver Valley 1 - 852 3 9 CR-8M
 NorthAnnal o 9% 3 9 CE-8M
* North Anna 2 _ 788 3 8 CF-8A
Farley 2 829 3 8 CF-8A
McGuire 1 . 1180 4 7 CF-8A
McGuire2 - 1180 4 5 CE-8A
Callaway 1 S 1187 4 5 CF-8A
Sequoyah 1 ‘ © 1140 4 5 CF-8M
Sequoyah2 ’ 1140 4 5 CF-8M
Catawbal . 1183 4 4 CF-8A
Wolf Creck - 1158 4 4 CF-8A
Millstone3 ~ 1150 4 4 CF-8A
Catawaba2 | 1153 4 3 ' CF-8A
Vogtie 1 o - 113 4 3 CF-8A
Beaver Valley 2 852 3 2 CF-8A
South Texas 1 1250 47 2 CF-8A
South Texas 2 1250 4 . 1 " CF-8A
vogtle2 . - 1113 4. 1 CF-8A
Commanche Peak1 1150 . 4 0 CF-8A
Commanche Peak 2 1150 4 0 - Cr-8A
4 0 CF-8A

N WansBarl um

Coa Time values were ‘derived from United Stam Nuclear Regulatory Commission- operating reports
' vaREG-OMO)forplaxnsemeuptoMay 1990. Thcvaluwrepresmtmcnumbaofywrsmathaveelapsedm
the operating license dates,




1.2 Physical Metallurgy of Cast
Stainless Steels

The required chemical compositions and the re-
quired tensils properties of six common grades of cast
stainless steel are listed in Tables 3 and 4, respectively.
The compositionsof CR-3, CR-8, CR-3M, and CF-8M
are similar to thoss of the wrought grades Type 304L,

Type 304, Type 316L, and Type 316, respectively. The .

wmughtgradcs have microstructures that are usnally
fully austenitic, whereas the cast grades typically have
microstructures consisting of about § t0 25% (volume)
ferrite and the balance austenite (Peckner and
Bemstein, 1977). (The ferrite phase in cast stainless
steels and stainless steel welds is sometimes referred to
as the delta ferrite because it forms at high tempera-
tures, where the ferrite field of the phase diagram is
known as the delta phase to distinguish it from the low-
temperature ferrits phase known as the alpha phase.)
The primary factor controlling the ferrite~austenite bal-
ance is bulk chemical composition. Chromium, silicon,
and molybdenum, and nicbium (if present) promote the
formation of ferrits, whereas nickel, carbon, manga-
nese, and nitrogen promote the formation of austenite
(Peckner and Bemstein, 1977). The nitrogen is intro-
duced during the casting process, but its percentage is
not specified. The typical values of nitrogen in the
chemical composition of cast stainless steels may vary
from 0.03 10 0.08%. Empirical relationships have been
developed for estimating the ferrite content from chem-

- ical composition; the use of two such relationships are
illustrated later in this report {(Aubrey et al., 1982;
Bonnet et al.,, 1990).

The size, distribution, and morphology of the ferrite
within the austenite depends on solidification condi-
tions during the casting process, The conditions affect-
ing the solidification of metal are complex (Reed-Hill,
1973) and a detailed discussion of them is beyond the
scope of this report. Cast stainless steels may solidify
with a columnar or equiaxed grain structure Or a mix-
ture of both structures. Researchers at Argonne
National Laboratory (ANL) have observed that in
steels of similar chemical compositions, the average
grain size and spacing between ferrite istands gener-
ally tends to increase with larger section sizes and cor-
responding slower heat removal rates.® In heavy-wall
castings, there can be considerable variations in micro-
structure across the wall of the casting, The complex
nature of metal solidification during casting makes it
difficult to predict the finer details of the actual micro-
structure in the cast stainless steel components of

a. Private communication with Dr. T. Kassner,
Argonne National Laboratory, May 1988.

interest in this project. Thus, if knowledge of these mi-
crostructural details is important for the assessment of
casting integrity and service life, some means of mea-
suring them must be employed.

Increased ferrite content increases the yield and ten-
sile strength of the cast stainless steels, so grades
CR-3A and CR-8A have controlled ferrite-austenite
ratios to increase the minimum strength levels
(Peckner and Bernstein, 1977). The minimun strength
levels are indicated in Table 4. These controlled-
ferrite grades have the same chemical requirements as
CR-3 and CR-38; the ferrite is controlled by adjusting
the chemical composition within the limits shown in
Table 3. Experience has shown that castings made
from the alloys listed in Table 3 may contain up to 30%
ferrite when control of the amount of fezrite is not spe-
cified.? Although ferrite levels near 30% are not usual
for castings made in accordance with ASTM specifica-
tions (e.8., A-743 and A-744), they are possible.

As shown in Tables 1 and 2, LWR camponents have
been mads from CR-8, CF-8A, and CF-8M stainless
steel. CR-8 is used for its geaeral resistance to oxidiz-
ing conditions. Compared with CF-8, the CF-8M
alloy hag improved resistance to reducing environ-
ments as well as high resistance to oxidizing condi-
tions. Therefore, the CR-8M alloy is widely used for
corrosion—resistant pumps and valves. CR-8A is used
to provide mechanical strength properties higher than
those of the CF-8 alloy. The low-carbon versions
(CF-3, CR-3A, and CF-3M) may be used in the future
to provide an added margin of resistance to intergran-
ular stress—corrosion cracking (IGSCC), especially in
BWRs, where many IGSCC problems in recirculation
piping have been encountered in the past (Shah and
MacDonald, 1987).

Examples of austenitic-ferritic microstructures ob-
served in cast stainless steel are shown in Figure 4.°
These samples were obtained from centrifogal cast-
ings. The ferrite phase (darkened networks and/or
islands) is contained within a matrix of the austenite
phase. The sample shown in Figure 4a had about 16%
ferrite; the sample shown in Figure 4b had about 28%
ferrite. The local chemical composition of the ferrite
regions is significantly different from that of the auste-
nite regions in these alloys. To illustrate this point, the
local chemical compositions of the samples shown in

b. Private communication with D. B. Roach,
Battelle Columbus, Ohio, August 22, 1986.

c. C.E. Jaske, unpublished results of studies con-
ducted at Battelle, Columbus, Chio, 1987.




Table 3. Required chemical compositions of cast stainless steels®

* Chemical Composition

_(percent by weight®)

Element . CF3A CR8A = CR3M CE-8M
Carbon om0 om 003 008
‘Managanese 150 1% . 10 1.50
Siticon 200 200 1s0 1.50
Sulfur 00 BT 0040 £ 0040
Phosphorus . 0040 oo 0.040 0040
Chromium . 17010210 o 18010210 17010210 o 18010210
Nickel 8010120 8010110 8010120 801 11,0
Molybdenum 0.50 0s0 20-30 20-30

a.  From Section Il Material Specifications, Part A — Ferrous Materials, 1983 ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel
Code.

b.  Maximum except where range is indicated.

Table 4. Reguired room-temperature tensile propertics of cast stmnless steelst

Property . o

(minimpm)  CR3 ~ CR3A° CE8  CRSA CR-3M CF-8M
Tensileswength, 485 530 485 530 485 485
MPa (ksi) I ,(70), P ) (70 )] (70) (70)
0.2% offset yield 205 . 240 205 240 205 205
strength, MPa (ksi) (30) (35) G Gy (0) (30
ElongationinSOmm 350 350 - 350 350 30.0 300
orin2in, . S '

a. From Section Il -~ Material Specifications, Part A — Ferrous Materials, 1983 ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel
F :
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Figure 4 were analyzed using an electron microprobe;
the results are presented in Table 5. The overall bulk
composition determined by the foundry is compared

- with the local composition within the ferrite and the
sustenite regions. Bulk values for silicon, manganese,
sulfur, and phosphorus are not shown in Table §
because local values were not measured for these four
elements. The Jocal values were obtained from the
average of six individual determinations at randomly
selected regions within each particular phase. As ex-
pected, the ferrite phase in both samples contained

- higher chromium and molybdenum levels and lower
nickel levels than the bulk material.

1.3 Benefits of Ferrite In Cast
‘Stainless Steel

Ferrite in cast stainless steel provides resistance to
sensitization, which is caused by precipitation of
chromium-rich carbides (Mz,co and the resulting de-
pletion of chromium at the grain boundary. Sensitiza-
uondcscnbwdxemseepubﬂntyofastmnl&ssmclto
intergranular stress-corrosion cracking (IGSCC) fol-
lowing certain heat treatments such as a welding pro-
cess or a slow cooling from the solution annealing
treatment. During welding, mmperauues are reached

in the heat-affected zone that cause precipitation of
chromium carbides. In cast stainless steel, the chro-
mium carbides preferentially precipitate at the ferrite—
austenite interfaces, not at the austentite grain
boundarics. The faster diffusion rate of chromium in
the ferrite phase results in formation of carbides on the
ferrite side of the interface. A chromium-depleted
zone, which forms on the ferrite side of the interface, is

_quickly replenished with chromium because of the rel-

atively high chromium content of the ferrite phase (see
Table S)and!hehlghdxffusxvuyofchrormmn in fer-
rite. Industrial experience indicates that components
with high ferrite levels have more resistance to IGSCC
(Peckner and Bernstein, 1977)* than do components

- with low ferrite levels. For example, many duplex (40

to 60%) stainless steels have been found to be highly
resistant to IGSCC in aqueous environments in nonnu-

. clear applications (Peckner and Bernstein, 1977).

The minimum amount of ferrite needed to avoid
stress—corrosion cracking susceptibility of cast stain-
less steel in an LWR environment depends on the car-
bon content in the cast stainless steel; higher carbon

a anam communication thh D. B. Roach,
Battelle Columbus, Ohio, August 22, 1986.

Table 6. Results of electron micropmbe analysis of two centrifugally cast stainless steel samples

Chemical Composition®
__(percent by weight)
_Alloy _Region e C Ni Mo <
CR-8 Overall* 69.2 203 8.40 0.11 0.044
Austenite 69.6 199 84 0.03 0.06
 Fenite 667 217 37 0.06 0.03
CF-8M Overall* 63.7 214 9.70 2.81 0.053
Austenite 63.6 213 106 23 b
Ferrite 62.0 257 6.0 4.0 ~b

a.  Overall composition was determined by ladle analysis as reported by foundry; composition of austenite and fer-
rite regions was determined by electron microprobe measurements.

b. Value was not determined.




content requires a higher minimum amount of ferrite
(Devine, 1980). For example, in a BWR environment
cast stainless steel with a maximum carbon content of
0.035% requires a minimum ferrits content of 7.5% for
resistance to sensitization during welding (Hazleton,
1988). RcmhsoflabomtorytestsonCF—SandCF—B
materials in an accelerated BWR environment show
that IGSCC is not expected with a ferrite content
greater than 12% (Hughes et al., 1982). In addition, the
test results show that no IGSCC effects are expected
with a maximum carbon content of 0.03% in weld sen-
sitized material and of 0.015% in furnace—sensitized
material, regardless of ferrite content. Similar evalua-
tions for CF-8M material are needed. Ths test results
also show that, in addition to the amount of ferrite, dis-
tribution of ferrite or ferrite spacing plays an important
role in determining stress—corrosion cracking sascepti-
bility of cast stainless steels, A finer distribution of fer-
rite provides better resistance to stress—corrosion
cracking.

In BWR plants, stress corrosion cracking of the sen-
sitized heat-effected zones of cast stainless steel is
possible and has been observed.* However, in the

a. Private communication with M. B, Lapides,
Electric Power Research Institute, Palo Alto,
California, 1990.

worst case, this is likely to result in a local leak rather
than in any substantial loss of system integrity, becauss
of the heterogeneous nature of the material. The integ-
rity of weldments is important becanse welding is used
as a joining procedure during fabrication, a method of
repairing casting defects during fabrication, an instal-
lation procedure, and a method of repairing compo-
nents for the purpose of extending their operational
lifetimes.

The presence of some ferrits (typically at least 5%)
nﬂnhnizcstheoocmnceofhotcrachngornumﬁs-
suring in castings and weld metal. In several older
plants, the weld metal in the pump casing and in stain-
less steel RCS piping have less than 3% ferrite,
whereas in newer plants a minimum of 5% ferrite isre-
quired for the reactor coolant pressure boundary com-
ponents (USNRC, 1978).

b. Private communication with E. Landerman, con-
sultant, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, September 1988,

10




2. REVIEW OF INFORMATION ON THERMAL EMBRITTLEMENT

Understanding the basic mechanisms that cause
thermal embrittlement damage to stainless steel com-:

poneats is necessary for identifying the aging parame-
ters related to design, fabrication, and operation of
‘these components. The degree of material embrittle-
_ment in aged cast stainless steel components is most
often evaluated by Charpy V-notch (CVN) impact en-
ergy tests and, recently, by fracture toughness tests.
Tensile and fatigue properties for the aged components
also are needed in evaluations of the integrity of the
cast stainless stecl components. This section reviews
the basic mechanisms causing thermal embrittlement
damage, evaluates the currently available Charpy im-
pact energy and fracture toughness data, and then

 briefly discusses the low-cycle fatigue behavior of the

cast stainless components. _
2.1 Basic Mechanisms

The mechanisms of thexmal agihg that cause em- |

brittlement in cast stainless steels have been reviewed
and evaluated extensively by Chopra and Chung
(1985, 1986a, 1986b, 1986¢c, 1987, 1990a, 19900),

Chung and Chopra (1987), Chung (1989), Chopra and -

Sather (1990), Chopra (1990), Auger et al. (1990),
- Bonnet et al. (1990), and Brown ‘et al. (1990). Em-
brittlement or loss of toughness in cast stainless steels
.during elevated-temperature exposure is related (a) to
. the precipitation of carbides at the austenite-ferrite

- phase boundarics and (b) to the formation of the -

Cr-rich a!pba-primc phase and the Ni-rich and
Si-rich G phase in the ferrite. The phase-boundary
carbidesplay a significant role in embrittlement for ex-

posures at temperatures greater than 400°C (750°F),

~ but have less effect on the embrittlement at exposure

tempemnmlwsthan400°€

For LWR operating temperatures fless than 350°C

(660°F)], the formation of the alpha-prime phase and

"the G phase in the ferrite are the primary factors in-

volved in embrittlement. Also, the kinetics of the for-
mation of these phases appear to be different at

temperatures less than 400°C (750°F) than at tempera-

tures greater than 400°C, Because of these differences

in formation and precipitation behavior, the results of
" tests on material subjected to accelerated aging at tem-
- peratures greater than 400°C should not be extrapo-
. lated to the lower LWR operating temperatures.
Bamford et al. (1987) of Westinghouse describe the re-
sults of analyses performed using x-ray energy disper-
sive spectroscopy. These results indicate that data from

accelerated aging studics at temperatures greater than
400°C (750°F) could be used to predict behavior at op-
erating temperatures. Additional, independent re-
search is needed to resolve the differences between the

_ ANL and Westinghouse smdies,

The aipha—prime phase typically forms by the

“process of spinodal decomposition (Chopra and

Chung, 1987, Sassen et al., 1987). Spinodal decompo-
sition refers to the reaction whereby two phases of the
same crystal lattice type, but different compositions
and properties, form because a miscibility gap exists in
the atloy system. In the iron—Chromium system, these
immiscible phases are known as the iron-rich alpha
phase and the chromium-rich alpha~prime phase. This
phase separation process occurs at a very fine scale (on

~ the order of only a few nanometers) in the ferrite re-
- - gions of cast stainless steel, and use of the atom probe

field ion microscope is required to resolve the presence
of the alpha-prime phase (Sassen et al., 1987). There

_are indications that after extensive (many years) aging

at LWR operating temperatures the alpha-prime phase
can form also by means of a nucleation and growth
process, as well as by spinodal decomposition (Chopra

‘and Chung. 1987). Depending on the composition of

the ferrite and the exposure temperature, either or both
of these processes may be involved in the formation of
alpha-prime phase.

The G phase forms in the ferrite by a nucleation and
growth process, and its rate of formation increases
with increased levels of carbon and molybdenum
(Chopra and Chung, 1987). But the G phase has no di-
rect effect on the degree of embrittlement, as demon-
strated by the following laboratory test. A CF-8

‘stainless steel pump cover was found to be embrittled

after 12 years of service ina BWR (Chopra and Chung,
1987). Annealing for one hour at 550°C (1020°F)

~ dissolved the alpha-prime phase and restored the

Charpy-impact resistance to the level expected for
unaged material, but had no effect on the G phase
present. Thus, the G phase had no significant effect on

- the degree of embrittlement, and the alpha—prime

_ embrittlement was easily reversed by a short heat treat-

ment (one hour) at a moderate tempcramre {550°C
(1020°F)]

“The annealing treatment described above was

-Aapphedmvenfythatembnulementwascausedbyme
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alpha prime, It is not proposed as a method for revers-
ing the effects of alpha-prime embrittlement in actual
components because of the practical difficulties that



would be encountered in applying such a heat treat-
ment in the field.

The presence of G phass may indirectly affect the
degree of embrittlement in cast stainless steel compo-
nents; however, its role is not yet well-defined. Its
presence apparently mitigates the degree of embrittle-
ment caused by the alpha-prime phase by slowing

-down its formation. On the other hand, the G phase

(and perhaps the alpha—prime phase) precipitates more:

readily at dislocations (Chopra and Chung, 1987).
Thus, cold work or stressing during service, including
fatigue cycling, may increase the degree of embxittle-
meat; no data on this potential effect were found in the
present project.

Because only the ferrite phase is embrittled by long—
term service at LWR operating temperatures, the over-
all thermal embrittlement of a cast stainless steel
product depends on the amount and morphology of the
ferrits present. For LWR applications, a current guide-
line is that low-temperature embrittlement is a major
concern only when the volume fraction of ferrite ex-
ceeds a level of approximately 15% (Copeland and
Giannuzzi, 1984). The reasoning behind this guideline
is that the ferrite phase tends to form in isolated pools
contained within the austenite when ferrite levels are
less than or equal to 15%. In this case, the overall
toughness of the stainless steel casting is not greatly
affected even if the ferrite were embrittled. However,
where ferrite levels are greater than 15%, there is a
greater tendency for a continuous path of embrittled
material to exist through the thickness of the cast com-
ponent, which would greatly reduce its toughness if the
ferrite regions were embrittled (Chopra and Chung,
1986b).

There is recent evidence that thick-walled (typically
greater than 100 mm) stainless steel castings with fer-
rite levels in the range of 10 to 15% also may
be subject to low-temperature embrittlement (Chopra
and Chung, 1986b). In heavy-section castings, the
grain size tends to be large and the ferrite spacing
(average distance between ferrite islands) is increased.
With increasing ferrite spacing at a constant ferrite
content, the tendency for a continuous path of ferrite to
exist through the thickness of the cast component in-
creases, Bonnet et al. (1990) selectively dissolved the
austentite phase from samples of CF-8M and found
that the ferrite phase remained continoous at ferrite
volume fractions as low as 5%. This result indicates
that a relatively small amount of ferrite may provide a
continuous path for fracture in aged cast stainless
steels,

Two different sets of data have recently been
presented regarding the thermal embrittlement of
stainless steel weldments. One data set indicates that
the fracture toughness of Type 308 SS weldments was
not affected by aging at 427°C (800°F) for 10,000 h
(Mills, 1987). However, the other data set indicates
that the Charpy V-notch impact energy of Type 308 SS
weldments with 8% ferrite may be significantly re-
duced by aging at 343°C for 10,000 h; however, corre-
sponding fracture toughness data ars not presented.
More research is needed to ensure that the fracture
toughness of the weldments for cast stainless steel
components is not significantly affected by thermal
aging at the LWR operating temperatures,

Embrittlement of welds, if confirmed by test results,
could become a major problem because welds gener-
ally have lower initial fracture toughness before ther-
mal exposure than base metal. Weldments in stainless
steel castings may contain high residual stresses that
approach the yield strength (Egan et al., 1987) because
Section III of the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel
Code neither requires nor prohibits postweld heat
treatment of these welds, The usual industry practice is
to not subject welds in cast stainless steel components
to postweld heat treatments, because such a heat treat-
ment might sensitize base material near the end of the
heataagecwd zone and make that region susceptible to
IGS

2.2 Charpy lm.pact Energy Data

The degree of low-temperature embrittlement is
most often quantified by the room-temperature
Charpy impact energy after aging at temperatures in
the range of 300 to 450°C (570 1o 840°F). Increased
aging temperature is employed to accelerate the rate of
thermal embrittlement compared with that which
occurs at normal LWR operating temperatures near
288°C (550°F), Charpy V-notch impact energy data,
obtained from Chopra (1990), for thermally aged
CF-3, CF-8 and CF-8M stainless steel are shown in
Figures §, 6, and 7, respectively. In each figure, the
Charpy impact energy is plotted as a function of the
aging parameter P, which is defined by the following
relation:

P = logw {t/expl(Q/RXI/T - 1/6751) ()

where t is the time, Q is the activation energy, R is the
gas constant, and T is the absolute temperature, P isde-
fined such that it is equivalent to the logarithm (base
10) of the number of hours of aging at 400°C (750°F).
For example, a valus of P = 4 i3 equivalent to aging for
10,000 h at 400°C. ’
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From multiple correlation analysis of data on the
aging of cast stainless steels, the activation energy was
found to be related to composition by the following
approximate relation:®

Q (KJ/mole) = -182.6 + 19.9(%Si)

+ 11,08(%Cr) + 14.4(%Mo) (2)
where the percentages are in terms of weight.
Equations (1) and (2) were used by Chopra and Chung
in their earlier work.

Recently, Chopra and Chur-, {1989a and 1989b)
have developed new correlaticns for predicting the
activation energy. They found the following separate
correlations for the Swiss data (Trautwein and Gysel,
1982) and the Framatome*~ANL (Chopra and Chung,
1989a and 1989b) data, respectively:

a. Unpublished paper presented by G. Slamaet al.,
at SMiRT Postconference Seminar § at Monterey,
California, August 29-30, 1983,
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Q(KJ/mole) = -66.70 + 6.91(%HCr) - 5.44(%Ni)
+ 8.08(%Mo) + 17.2(%Si)
+ 44.1(%Mn) + 297(%N)

(Swiss data) 3)

QJ/mole) = 90.60 + 9.63(%Cr) — 8.12(%Ni)
~ 7.54(%Mo) + 20.6(%Si)
- 123(%Mn) + 313(%N)

(Framatome — ANL data) ()]

Compared with Equation (2), Equations (3) and (4) in-
clude additional terms for nickel, manganese, and ni-
trogen as well as those for chromium, molybdenum,
and silicon. The contribution of molybdenum is posi-
tive in Equations (2) and (3) but negative in Equa-
tion (4). Also, the contribution of manganese is
positive in Equation (3) but negative in Equation (4).

Chopra and Chung (19892 and 1989b) argue that
Equation (4) is the most appropriate to use in assessing




the potential for thermal embrittlement of cast stain-
less steel components that are used in U.S. nuclear
plants because the compositions included in the
Framatome~ANL set of data arc more representative
of those used in such components. For this reason,
Equation (4) was used, along with Equation (1), in
computing the values of P plotted in Figures §
through 7. The values of Q and P were calculated
from the data supplied by Chopra and Sather (1990).
Although Equation (4) provides an improvement over
Equation (2), there is still room for improvement in
this analytical approach, as is evidenced by the wide
" gcatter of the data in Figures 5 through 7. Further-
" more, Chopra and Sather (1990) reported that the cor-
relation represented by Equation (4) was developed
for observed values of Q between 75 and 240 kJ/mole.
Thus, it should be used only for cases where the com-
puted value of Q falls within this range.

‘The compositions included in the Swiss set of data
fall in a relatively naﬂowrangelhatdoesnotrepresent
those used in cast stainless steel castings produced in
the U.S. Equation (1) and either Equation (2), (3), or
(4) should be used to estimate the degree of aging of a
specific heat of material during service. However,
becanse the reasons for the differences among Equa-
tions (2), (3), and (4) are not completely understood,
additional rescarch concerning the factors contributing
to the activation energy for thermal aging of cast stain-
less steels is needed.

The recent work by Bonnet ¢t al. (1990) even ques-
tions the validity of using an empirical value of Q cal-
culated from the chemical composition. They believe
that Q is a function of the aging temperature and ap-
proaches a value of approximately 250 kJ/mole at
300 to 325°C, the region of primary interest for LWR

applications. If this belief is true, it implies that values

of Q calculated using Equation (4) provide overly
pessimistic predictions of the aging kinetics for cast

stainless steels. Unfortunately, their conclusion is -

based on the evaluation of data for only two heats of
CF-8M stainless steel. Additional, extensive evalua-

uonswouldbeteqmredbeforedwirapproachcouldbe '

applied to the assessment of aging in LWR cast stain-
Jess steel components.

Figures S through 7 show lower-boiund approxima-
tions to the data trends for each alloy. These approxi-
mations were developed as part of the work in the
current project. The impact energy decreases as a func-
tion of P for values of P less than about 3.5 to 4. For
values of P greater than about 3.5 to 4, the impact
energy appears to show no further decrease as a func-

tion of P. In fact, it even shows a slight increase. Thus,

the effect of aging on Charpy-impact energy appears

to saturate at long times. As a conservative approxima-

- tion, the Jower-bound CVN-vs.-P lines were assumed

to saturate at the CVN value where P was equal to 4 (as
shown in Figures 5 through 7).

All of the CVN data for CF-3M fell above the
lower-bound approxiration, as is shown in Figure 5.
Some of the data for the KRB plate® fell below the
lower-bound approximation for CF-8 (see diamond
symbols in Figure 6); these data were discounted in de-
veloping the Jower-bound approximation because they
are from European material rather than from U.S. ma-
terial. One of the data points for the commercial heats
(see square symbol in Figure 6) fell slightly below the

- lower-bound approximation because it was considered

to be an outlier. Also, for the same reason, one of the
data points for the large experimental heats (see trian-
gular symbols in Figure 7) fell below the Jower-bound
approximation for CF-8M. The lower-bound approxi-
mations for CF-8 and CF—8M were almost the same,
whereas that for CF-3 was higher than the other two.
This result, as is discussed later in this report, implies
that the maximum degree of thermal embrittlement is

" controlled by factors other than just the chemical
- composmon

These lower bounds are appropriate for LWR appli-
cations because operating temperatures less than
400°C are expected and the degree of embritilement at
these lower temperatures is not expected to exceed that
observed at 400°C. It would be useful, in future wark,
to verify this assumption by evaluating the impact be-
havior of materials that have been exposed to tempera-
tures of 300°C (570°F) or less for many years, Because
a greater degree of embrittlement is expected from ex-
posures at 400°C (750°F) than from exposures at
350°C or less, using lower bounds to all of the data
should provide conservative, but overly pessimistic,
predictions of thermal embrittiement, Additional ther-
mal embrittlement data for the values of aging param-
cter P greater than 4 are néeded to verify that the lower
bound curve levels off, especnallyatmempemunuof
350°Cor less.

“The failure of P to fully correlate the changes in
impact energy as a function of aging time and
temperature indicates that the simple expression of
Equation (4) does not accurately model the activation

. energy for the complex process of thermal embrittle-

ment, which involves the formation of carbide, alpha-
prime, and G-phase precipitates and their interactions
during aging at temperatures in the range of 300 to
450°C (570 to 840°F) (Chopra and Chung, 1986c).

a. From KRB reactor at Gundremmingen, West
Germany.
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However, until a more accurate model can be devel-
oped, the lower bounds shown in Figures 5 through 7
provide guidance for LWR applications and indicate
an approach that should be developed further.

Most of the data that have been developed to assess
the effects of thermal embrittlement of cast stainless
steels are room-temperature impact properties, such as
those shown in Figures 5 through 7. For application to

. LWR components, propexties at operating temperature
are needed. Also, fracture toughness and tearing mo-
dulus data, rather than impact energy data, are needed
in fracture-mechanics assessments of the safety of
components. Both of thess issues ars being addressed
in recent work (Landerman and Bamford, 1978;
Buchalet et al., 1985; Chopra and Chung, 1989b;
Hiser, 1987; Bamford et al., 1987).

Figures 8, 9, and 10 show Charpy V-notch impact
data for CR-3, CF-8, and CF-8M, respectively, as a
function of test temperature. Bxcept for Figure 8¢, the
open circles represent data for unaged material, the
filled triangles represent data for material aged ap-
proximately 10,000 hours at 350°C, and the filled
squares represent data for material aged approximately
10,000 hours at 400°C. In Figure 8¢, the circles repre-
sent data for unaged material, the triangles represent
data for material aged 9,980 hours at 350°C, and the

squares represent data for material aged 30,000 hours
at 350°C (Figure 8c contains no data for material aged
at400°C). The filled symbols in Figure 3¢ are for spec-
imens with a L-C orientation (longitudinal specimen
with circumferential crack), and the open symbols in
Figure 8¢ are for specimens with a C-L orientation
(circumferential specimen with longitudinal crack).

Aging typically reduced the impact resistance of the
materials at all test temperatures, except for the cen-
trifugally cast pips (see Figure 8¢c), where the aged ma-
terial had the same upper—shelf impact resistance as
the unaged material. The centrifugally cast pipe also
had significantly higher impact resistance than the
statically cast materials, and within the normal scatter
of the data, the specimen crientation (L~C versusC-L)
had no significant effect on its impact resistance, The
impact resistance of the materials aged at 400°C was
always slightly less than that of the materials aged at
350°C. For the aged materials, the room-temperaturse
(25°C) data always provided a conservative estimate
of the impact resistance at typical LWR operating tem-
peratures (up to approximately 290°C). Thus, whenno
high~temperature Charpy data are available, the lower
bound to the room-temperature Charpy data is likely
to provide a conservative estimate of the lower bound
to the high-temperature Charpy data.
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| a Aged 10,000 hr at 350°C 23.6% fterrite -
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E o ]
3 o y
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[}
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&
Q.
E
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Figure 8. Effect of test temperature
steel, data from Chopra and Sather (1990_).
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steel data from Chopra and Sather (1990).
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The curves shown in Figures 8 through 10 are best
fits to the data obtained by means of locally weighted
least-squares regression, using weighting factors
(degree of data smoothing) of 66 to 75 percent. There
are no explicit expressions for these curves; they were
obtained to graphically show the trends of the data
rather than to provide mathematical expressions for
computing CVN values. In general, the transition re-
gion of these curves shifted to higher temperatures and
the upper—shelf energy (USE) decreased with in-
creased aging temperature or time. In many cases, the
USE reached a peak at some temperature less than
300°C and decreased at temperatures above that peak.

In contrast to the preceding curve fitting approach,
Chopra and Chung (1990a) used a hyperbolic tangent
function of the following form to describe Charpy
transition curves:

CVN = Ko + Bf1 + tanhi(T-C)/D]}

where K, is the lower~-shelf energy, T is the test tem-

perature, B is the half-distance between the upper- .

and lower-shelf energy, C is the mid-shelf transition
temperature in °C, and D is the half-width of the tran-
sition region. This approach has the advantags of pro-
viding an explicit description of the Charpy transition
curves, but it does not completely model the observed
trends of the experimental result. For this reason, the
approach was not employed in the current study.

In their recent work, Chopra and Chung (19892 and
1989b) have proposed the following parameter for cor-
relating the minimum Charpy V-notch impact energy
after long-term aging with the composition and micro-
structure of cast stainless steels:

P = & [#C + 04(%N)] (%CR + %Mo

+ %S) L (107) ()

where 3y, is the measured volume fraction of ferrits in
percent and L is the mean ferrite spacing in pm. Their
correlation between the parameter ¢ and the mini-
mum room-temperature Charpy V-notch impact
energy is shown in Figure 11. The power-law equation
shown inFigure 11,CVN = 6270 {2912 wagob-
tained by least-squares regression analysis of the data
in that figure as part of the work in the current study.
Except for the Framatome data point (filled triangle),
the correlation appears to be reasonable. Additional
work should be performed to ¢valuate the correlation

of this parameter with ths minimum high-temperature
Charpy V-notch impact energy data and with fracture—
toughness data at both room and elevated tempera-
tures, The ® parameter could be used, with either
(a) measured values of the ferrite fraction and spacing
or (b) acalculated value of the ferrite fraction and an
estimated upper-bound (worst-case) valus of the fer-
rite spacing, to estimate the minimum room-
temperature Charpy impact energy expected after
long-term aging of a cast stainless steel, In either case,
it would be necessary to know the composition of the
stainless steel, including the nitrogen content.

Chopra and Chung (1990a) have recommended that
a worst-case value for the ferrite spacing of 180 um be
used when a measured value is not available. For ex-
ample, for a CP--8 stainless steel with 0.05%C,
0.07%N, 20.6%Cr, 8.3%Ni, 0.3%Mo, 1.1%51, and a
measured ferrite content of 15%, the value of @ is
computed to be 69.5 for a ferrite spacing of
180 zm. Then, the equation shown in Figure 11 gives

CVN = 6,270 0912 = 6,270 (69.5)°%512
= 469 kI/m?

for the minimum room-temperature Charpy-impact
energy expected after long-term aging.

If it were decided that the CVN value based on the
warst-case ferrite spacing were lower than desired, the
actual ferrite spacing could be measured and used in -
the correlation. For example, if the ferrite spacing for
this CF-8 stainless steel were measured to be 100 zm,
the value of ® would be 38.6, giving

CVN = 6,270 %12 5 6,270 (38.6°512
= 672 KJ/m?

for the minimum room-temperatare Charpy-impact
energy expected after long—term aging.

This ® —parameter approach provides a simple,
straightforward method of estimating the minimum
room-temperature Charpy-impact energy expected
for a cast stainless steel after long—term service.
Chopra and Chung (1990a) also have shown that the
& parameter can be used to provide improved corre-
lations for aging kinetics. They found improved corre-
lations between impact energy and the aging parameter
P when the materials were grouped by the value of
rather than by alloy type, as in Figures 5, 6, and 7. This
approach should be evaluated further.
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2.3 Fracture Toughness Data

The fracture toughness of cast stainless steels has
been evaluated by means of J-R curve tests (Bamford
et al.,, 1985; Chopra and Chung, 1987; Hiser, 1987).t
Most of the earlier testing (Bamford et al., 1985)* was
performed at room temperature, but some of the recent
testing (Chopra and Chung, 1987; Hiser, 1987) has
been performed at 290°C (555°F). Those investiga-
tions included analyses of test results to determine val-
ues of Ji., which is a measure of fracture toughness at
the initiation of crack growth in metallic materials, and
tearing modulus, T, which is proportional to the deriv-
ative of fracture tougness J with respect to crack size,
ascovered by the test procedures described in ASTM
Designation E 813.

Figures 12 through 15 show fracture—toughness data
correlations for cast stainless steels, as taken from the
work of Chopra and Chung (1990a). The data shown in
these figures are from Argonne National Laboratory
(ANL) (Chopra and Chung, 19892 and 1985b),
Westinghouse (WH) (Landerman and Bamford, 1978;
Bamford et al., 1985), Framatome® (FRA), Electric
Power Research Institute (EPRI), Battelle (BAT), and
KRB.Figure 12 shows the correlation between room-—

a. Unpublished paper presented by G. Slainaetal.
at SMiRT Postconference Seminar 6 at Monterey,
California, August 29-30, 1983.

" temperature fracture toughness, Jic and room-

temperature impact energy. The solid curve represents
the mean trend of the data, whereas the chain—dashed
line represents the lower bound to the data. In perform-
ing a structural integrity evaluation, the lower-bound
relationship can be used to estimate the room-

*temperature fracture toughness from an estimated or

measured value of the room-temperature impact
energy for a specific component, Then, the estimated
room-temperature fracture toughness can be used to
estimate a lower-bound value of the room-
temperature tearing modulus using the dashed line in
Figure 13. As is shown in Figure 14, the lower-
bound fracture toughness at room-temperature corre-
lation from Figure 12 also provides & conservative
estimate of the fracture toughness at 290°C from a
value of room-temperature Charpy impact energy.
Finally, the tearing modulus at 290°C can be estimated
from the lower-bound correlation (dashed line) shown
in Figure 15. If fracture toughness could be obtained

* for aged material from the component being evaluated

in a structural integrity assessment, it could be used in
place of values estimated using the preceding scheme,

-- -The value of fracture toughness at a temperature be-

tween the room temperature and 290°C can be esti-

" mated by linearly interpolating between the data

presented in Figures 12 and 14; similarly, the value of

_tearing modulus can be obtained from the data

presented in Figures 13 and 15. The values of fracture
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toughness and tearing modulus at temperatures lower
than 290°C are needed for the pressurized thermal
shock analysis of cast stainless steel components.

The correlations shown in Figures 12 and 14 may
not be valid for higher values of Jx, becauss it is likely
that many of the indicated Ji, values do not satisfy the
validity criteria of ASTM E 813, which requires that
the thickness, B, and the uncracked ligament, b, of the
" test specimen be greater than 25 Jo/st. Jq is the condi-
tional valus of fracture toughness, and s¢ is the flow
stress, which is the average of the ultimate tensile
strength and the 0.2% offset tensile yield strength. If
thess size conditions, plus the regression-line slope
condition (see Paragraph 9.2 of ASTM E 813), are
satisfied, then Jq equals Jyc,

Typical tensile properties (Chopra and Chung,
1987) of cast stainless steels that were aged for 9,980 h
at 350°C (660°F) and tested at room temperature and
at 288°C (550°F) yield sg = 440 MPa at room tempera-
ture (RT) and 300 MPa at 288°C. The data shown in
Figures 12 and 14 were developed from tests of 1T
compact-type specimens, for which typically B=b =
25.4 mm. From this information, it is possible to esti-
mate the maximum value of Jq for which valid Ji.
values can be obtained, as follows:

Jo(maximum) = 440 x 25.4/25

= 447 WJ/m? at RT ©
and

Jo(maximum) = 300 x 25.4/25

= 305 kJ/m? at 288°C . V)

J1c values in Figure 12 and 14 that are greater than
447 and 305 kJ/m? at RT and 288°C (550°F), respec-
tively, may not satisfy the validity criteria of ASTM B
813. Additional work should be performed to evaluate
the validity of the Jj; values plotted in Figures 12
and 14,

Based on fracture~-mechanics evalnations of their
cast stainless steel components, Framatome recom-
mends that a lower-bound valus of Ji; equal to
100 kJ/m? be used for assessing those components.®
This lower-bound value is specific to the cases ana-
lyzed by Framatome. Comparable lower-bound Ji,
values would have to be developed for other specific

cases as they are evaluated, but it is instructive to use
this value as an example in the present discussion. For
the lower bound in Figure 12, a Ji; value of 100 kJ/m?
corresponds to a Charpy V-notch impact energy of
about 735 kJ/m? at room temperature. Only a few of
the experimental data reviewed in this report fall be-
low the Framatome lower-bound value. However, for
the long exposure times (greater than 40 years) asso-
ciated with plant-license renewal, thers is a concern
that more materials may embrittle to the degree that
their properties fall below this lower bound or that
there may be wecxﬁccascswhcreamoreconservauve
Jower-bound value of impact toughness i3 necessary.
This needs to be determined by case-specific struc-

tural integrity assessments.

2.4 Tenslle and Fatigue
Properties

In addition to fracture-toughness properties, the
tensile, fatigue—crack initiation, and fatigue-crack
propagation properties of cast stainless steels are

" important for use in engineering evaluations of fitness

for service. Typically, thermal aging increases the
tensile ultimate and yield strengths and decreases the
tensile ductility (Landerman and Bamford, 1978; and
Chopera and Chung, 1987).* However, Chopra and
Chung (1987) also report that a 12-year
reactor-service exposure slightly decreased the tensile
strength of a CF-8 pump cover plate, Overall, thermal
aging does caunse changes in tensile properties, but
such changes do not appear to have a significant effect
on the design-allowable strengths of cast stainless
steels.

Landerman and Bamford (1978) reviewed the low-
cycle fatigue—crack-growth properties of cast stainless
steels. They found that the CR-8M stainless steel ex-
hibited about the same fatigue—crack-growth resis-
tance as comparable wronght alloys, and that aging at
427°C for 3000 h exhibited no significant effect on the
fatigne—crack-growth resistance in either air or simu-
lated PWR water environments. However, these re-
sults are only for aged CP-8M stainless steel. Many
cast stainless steel components, including reactorcool- -
ant piping, are made of CF-8 and CF-8A stainless
steels, and the fatigue—crack growthrates for these ma-
terials in a PWR environment may be significantly

a. Unpublished paper presented by G. Slama et al.
at SMiRT Postconference Seminar 6 at Monterey,
California, Angust 29-30, 1983.




different than that for CF-8M material, depending
upon the carbon content. One possible explanation for
this potentially different behavior is that chromium
- carbides may form at the ferrite-austenite interface in
" CF-8 and CF-8A materials at operating temperatures,
whereas the presence of molybdenum prevents such
formation in CF—8M stainless stecl.* This explanation
needs to be validated. If corrosion fatigue is a probable
degradation mechanism for CF—8 and CF-8A stainless

a. Private communication with H. M. Chung,
Argonne National Laboratory, April, 1990.

steels, accelerated aging at higher-than—-operating

‘temperatures would not be valid.

Slama et al.b evaluated both the low-cycle fatigue
crack-initiation behavior and fatigue—crack-growth
resistance of cast stainless steels at both room

- temperature and 320°C (610°F). They found that

b. Unpublished paper presented by G. Stama etal.
at SMIRT Postconference Seminar 6 at Monterey,
California, August 29-30, 1983,

) J T i I L 1 L
10-2 1 .
: da/dN = 7.5x 10-10 AK* K ]
(Upper bound design ' : o /
_curve for stainless steels) /
. 4“66 / /
'y /
. -
10-3 }= ‘ A.’ o 8 / /
.. 66606 / / )
, & “ 6. / /
s e /
S Sy
—- ° /
© , & on [ ) /
14 ad o /
(3]
10-4 b= / ~
é P a
. s 2
ks / Vol /
{ 7
/ /° ©078A6320°C Air| Virgin
A/ & 78 B4 PWR condition
—5 e ot
10 / /e @78 B7320 °C Alr | Aged 7500 f
o 4 78 B12 PWR at 400 °C
/7 e °/
/ ===—= Scatter Band
7/
°
10~€ p=— -
] { 4 o B R T S
20 30 40 50 60 70 80 S0
AK (MPavim)

Flgure 16. Fatigue crack growth rate of CF-8M stainless steel, in air and in PWR environment, at a cyclic fre-

quency of 0.017 Hz (see footnote b).




thermal aging caused a small (10 to 15%) increass in
cyclic yield strength, and, although one might expect
reduced tensile ductility to reduce low-cycle fatigue
resistance, they found no significant effect of thermal
aging on low-cycle fatigue—crack~initiation resis-
tance. Fatigue—crack—growth-rate resistance in air
also was not significantly affected by thermal aging.
However, as is illustrated in Figure 16, they found that
fatigue-crack-growth rates for aged CR-8M stainless
steel increased by as much as a factor of 10 when
tested in a simulated PWR water environment, com-
pared to testing in air at 320°C (610°F), but did not
exceed the upper-bound design fatigue—crack-—
growth-rate curve for stainless steels,

Additional data for the fatigue crack initiation and
growth in CF-8, CF-8A, and CF-8M stainless steel
materials in LWR environments are needed. Data for
high-cycle fatigus behavior of CF-8M material are
needed because some cast stainless steel surge lines
and elbows are subject to thermal stratification. Data

for the fatigus behavior of irradiated cast stainless steel
matesials are needed because some reactor internals
are made of these materials. No data are presently
available for fatigue behavior of cast stainless steels in
a BWR environment, The corrosion-fatigus behavior
of aged cast stainless steel in a BWR environment
needs to be evalnated. :

In summary, thermal aging of cast stainless steels
has been found to produce some increass in tensile
strength and some degradation in known fatigus prop-
erties, but it may cause a significant degradation in
fracture toughness, This degradation could impair the
structural integrity of cast stainless steel components
during long service. Thus, the fracture toughness and
impact enesgy of thermally embrittled material are the
most important items in evaluating the long-term
structural integrity of cast stainless steel components
(Bamford et al., 1987). In addition, degraded fatigue
and stress—corrosion—cracking resistance, if any,
should be taken into account in evaluating the integrity
of cast stainless steel components.




8. INSERVICE INSPECTION OF COMPONENTS

Nondestructive examination (NDE) procedures are -
" used to detect and characterize the nature of defects in

caststainless steel components. Application of NDE to

cast stainless steel components is complicated because -

the material microstructure often contains a coarse,
variable, and mnpredictable combination of columnar
and equiaxed grains (Egan et al., 1987; EPRI, 1986;
Avioli, Jr., 1986; Gregory et al., 1986; Umino and Rao,

1984). Ultrasonic testing (UT) is preferred for the vol-

umeétric inservice inspection of many LWR compo-
nents. However, conventional UT is not sufficiently
reliable for cast stainless steel because coarse grains
cause high attenuation and scattering that resultin a
low signal-to-noise ratio and make defect detection
difficult. The noise level in cast stainless steel is signif-
icantly higher than that in wrought stainless steel. In
addition, different grain structures in cast stainless

-steel introduce elastic anisotropy, which causes veloc-

ity variation and beam slcewingandconsequentlyinac

- curate detection of the defect. Cast stainless steel is

elastically isotopic if composed of equiaxed grains and

the resulting variation in wave velocity with its propa-

gation direction is small (2%), whereas cast stainless
steel is elastically anisotropic if composed of columnar
grains and the resulting variation in velocity with its
propagation direction is large (as much as 100% for
shear waves) (Kupperman et al., 1987). For these rea-
sons, radiography normally is used for the NDE of cast
stainless steel components, both during fabrication and
during inservice inspection, especially for thick cast
sections such as those used in pump bodies.

used alone, it cannot determine the depth of the flaw or
whether the flaw is connected to'the surface. For this
reason, radiographic indications must be assumed to
be a flaw of the most detrimental shape and location

(Umino and Reo, 1984). Fracture-mechanics analysis

indicates that the worst-case flaw will be & surface
crack of 0.5 aspect (depth/length) ratio. Additional
penetrant examinations can be performed to determine
if the indication is actually a surface flaw. If the indica-
tion can be shown to be an imbedded flaw, then the
stress intensity factor caused by such an imbedded
flaw can be used in the fracture-mechanics analysis.

Use of radiography during inservice inspection is
less practical and is less efficient than during fabrica-
tion. In some cases, structural restraints do not allow
sufficient access for radiography. Therefore, both the

- NRC? and the nuclear industry (especially EPRI)

(Avioli, Jr., 1986; Gregory et al., 1986; EPRI, 1986)
have initiated research programs for the development
of advanced UT methods to inspect cast stainless steel
components. Advanced methods use Jow-frequency
(longer wave length) transducer and short pulses,
which enhance the signal-to-noise ratio and improve
the capability to detect flaws. Two digital signal pro-
cessing techniques, time and spatial averaging, can
also provide a high degree of sensitivity and a high
signal-to-noise ratio (Jeong and Ammirato, 1989;
Shanksr et al., 1988). The time averaging technique
improves the presentation of data and makes them
clearer and easier to interpret. The spatial averaging
technique, which is similar to the synthetic aperture fo-
cusing technique (SAFT), reduces grain noise indica-
tions and, thus, enhances the signal—to-noise ratio for
cracks larger than the average grain size, An additional

- difficulty in the inspection of statically cast compo-

nents, such as pump casings, comes from rough sur-
faces and irregular surface contours, which cause poor
transducer coupling with the component. For reliable
examination, the surface condition needs to be im-
proved by mechanical means such as grinding.

The effect ofgram structure on the propagation of
ultrasonic waves in cast stainless steel material has
been studied tomcreasctheaccmcyofloeaungde-
fects. Specially designed cast stainless steel specimens
with cracks were tested to experimentally determine
the effects of grain structure on wave propagation.
These results are used to identify the grain structure in

' ~_ acaststainless steel component, which is in turn used
Radiography indicates the presence of a flaw, but,

to compensate for the grain effect in UT examination
to locate defects. Ultrasonic examinations were used to
characterize grain structures in centrifugally cast stain-

. less steel piping at the Vogtle power plant during pre—
_ serviceinspection.

Ultrasonic examinations were used to inspect welds
and statically cast components, such as pump casings
and eibows, atseveral domesticPWR plants (Jeong and
Ammirato, 1989). The spatial averaging technique was
used in these inspections to enhance the signal-to-
noise ratio. The base metal of the hot-leg elbow at the
Trojan plant was inspected because of a concern for
high stresses. The concern was caused by the fact that
several rupture constraints for the primary coolant

a. Private communication with M. S. Good,
BatteHe Pacific Northwest Laboratories, November
6, 1986.
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piping were displaced from their original design posi-
tions. ASME Section XI inservice inspection require-
ments for cast stainless steel components do notinclude
inspection of the base metal but include inspection of
welds. However, the statically cast components are
likely to have a larger number of fabrication defects
than the welds, and, therefore, may be more susceptible
tocracking. ASME Section Xl inspectionrequirements
for statically cast stainless steel components need to be
reevaluated.

Double-probe search units, also called twin—crystal
search units, were used to inspect PWR Type F pump
casings (200-mm thick) at the Tihange 1 plant in
Belgium. These units employ low-frequency
(0.5 MHz) longitudinally polarized waves for
enhancement of signal-to-noise ratio but are limited
to a depth range from 10 to 60 mm (Dombzet et al.,
1990). Large~diameter (140-mm) focused transducers
were used to examine down to a depth of 200 mm,

Advanced UT systems also show promise for the
NDE of centrifugally cast stainless steel piping, but
additional development and validation are needed
before they can be used routinely for inservice inspec-
tions. An EPRI study (Gregory ¢t al., 1986), using
samples of centrifugally cast stainless steel pipe with

. weldments, evaluated the accuracy of the advanced
UT methods. The signals appear to be satisfactory for
crack detection. However, because of the type of mi-
crostructure, cracks were not always detected or con-
sistently sized when the same regions were inspected

- from both sides of the pipe wall. Field studies ata

PWR plant (prior to service) have evaluated the feasi-

bility of using advanced UT systems to inspect centrif-
ugally cast stainless steel pipe (Avioli, Jr., 1986). The
results of that work indicate that advanced UT systems
can be used to make measurements successfully in the

field, but that additional development is needed to

make the scanners adaptable to all of the various pip-
ing configurations that may be encountered. Another
EPRI study has evaluated the use of Lamb waves, an
ultrasonic surface wave technique to detect large—scale

cracks (80% or greater through~wall cracks) in centrif-
ugally cast piping (Georgetown University, 1988).
Lamb waves are not as severely affected by grain
structure as the conventional ultrasonic waves, and,
therefore, experiencs less attenuation and lower neise
levels. Development of a prototype search unit and a
crack sizing capability for this technique are needed so
that its use as an inservice inspection tool can be
evaluated.

Use of the acoustic emission technique to detect
crack growth in cast stainless steel components needs
to be evaluated because of the difficulties with the ra-

" diography and UT examinations to detect flaws, Crack

growth through the embrittled ferrite phase releases
the elastically stored energy in the typical frequency
range of 0.1 to 0.5 MHz.?* The higher the degree of
thermal embriitlement, the higher the crack velocity
through the ferrite phase, and the amplitude of ths re-
sulting acoustic emission signal will be larger. If the
crack growth in the embrittled cast stainless steel is
through the ferrits phases, it will bs composed of sev-
eral small steps of brittle crack propagation and ismost
likely to be detected by the acoustic emission tech-
nique. Coarse grains of cast stainless steel material
cause little scattering of the acoustic emission signal
because the signal has a low frequency content (0.1 to
0.5 MHz); the corresponding wave length ranges from
30 to 6 mm, which exceeds the grain size.

The influence of thermal embrittlement of cast
stainless steel on acoustic emission signals has not
been investigated. However, the influence of another
embrittlement mechanism, i.e., hydrogen embrittle-
ment, has been investigated. In hydrogen embrittled
material, the crack growth itself generates AE signals
with amplitudes higher than 40 db above electronic
noise. These signals are likely to be detected even
under plant operational conditions.

a. Private communication with P. Jax, BechtelV
KWU Altiance, May 1990,

28




"4, ASSESSMENT OF DEGREE OF MATERIAL EMBRITTLEMENT

For license renewal, one needs to be able to estimate
the amount of thermal embrittlement that has occurred

in cast stainless stecl LWR components during past

service and also the amount of embrittlement that is
expected to oocurdunng the license renewal period.
The estimation techniques involve a combination of
(2) analytical modeling of inservice degradation, (b)
metallurgical evaluation methods, and (c) nondestruc-

tive testing. These three topics are addressed sepa-

rately in the following subsections of this report.

4.1 Analytical Modeling of
Inservice Degradation

The time—temperature aging parameter F, given pre-
viously by Equation (1), is the basis for a proposed
model of inservice degradation caused by thermal em-
brittlement. The parameter, through Equation (2), is
based on bulk chemical composition, but it does not di-
" rectly account for the effects of ferrite volume fraction
or ferrite spacing. However, because the ferrite volume
fraction is related to composition, P indirectly incorpo-
rates the effect of ferrite volume fraction on thermal
embrittlement. Also, as was pointed out previously, P
does not completely correlate the effects of aging time
and temperature with the measured changes in impact
energy. However, P provides the best model that is cur-
rently available, With appropriate conservative as-
sumptions, P can be used to estimate the amount of
- thermal embrittlement expected in LWR service, and
as improved models are developed, those can be incor-
porated into the appmach suggested below.

'Ihclowa—boundlmesshown mPiguresSthrough '

7 are applicable to exposure temperatures of 400°C

(750°F) or less and can be described by the followmg :

relation:

g CVN) e b+ P fr PS4 (8

and

W VN b for P> 4 @)

where CVN is the Charpy V-noich impact energy in

kJ/m?, P is the aging parameter of Equation (1), and by,
b, and b; are material-dependent eonstants with the

following values:

Alloy h

b b

CF-8M 3.412 0245 2432

- CF-8 3.30 -0.220 242
" CFR-3 -0.0954 2928

3.310

- Sﬁbsﬁwﬁng ﬂEquation (1) into Equation (8) gives the

foﬂowixxg expression:
logio (CVN) = b, + b; logi { t/expl(@/R) (93)

/T - 1/613))} forP s 4

1ogi (CVN) = by for P >4 . (9b)

For & given alloy, chemical composition, exposure

. time, and exposure temperature, a lower~bound or
minimum Charpy V-notch impact energy can be esti-

mated using Equations (4) and (9).
"Equation (9) can be used to estimate the range of po-

 tential CVN values as a function of exposure time at 2
_specific temperature for CF-8M, CF-8, and CF-3
- stainless steels. As mentioned, Chopra and Sather

(1989) report that the correlation represented by Equa-
tion (4) was developed for observed values of Q
between 75 and 240 kJ/mole. For the allowed compo-
sitions of these three stainless steels (see Table 3), all

three could have values of Q between 75 and 240 kJ/
mole. Thus, for purposes of illustration, these were

- assumed to be the minimum and maximum values of Q
. for a material in service and were used with Equa-
tion (9) to estimate lower-bound room—-temperature

Charpy values as a function of exposure time at 300°C
(570°F), as presented in F:gnre 17.

" Figure 17 shows that CF-3 is expected to be the
Ieast affected by aging, and that CF-8M and CF-8 are
expected to be affected about the same and much more
than CF-3. For the maximum Q of 240 kJ/mole, the
saturation level (P = 4) is not expected to be reached

. within 100 years. For the minimum Q of 75 kJ/mole,
. the saturation level (P = 4) is expected to be reached
. within about 11.8 years. For the long-term exposure of

CF-8 or CF-8M, the worst-case (minimum Q) room-
temperature CVN value is predicted to be about
260 kJ/m?; whereas the corresponding value for CF-3
is predicted to be high, equal to about 850 kJ/m2,
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Flgure 17. Predicted lower-bound Charpy-impact values for cast stainless steels as a function of aging time at

300°C (S00°F).

The harizontal, chain—dashed line in Figure 17 at
735 kJ/m? corresponds 0 a lower-bound Jic value of
100 XJ/m2 mentioned by Slama et al. of Framatome for
possible use in safety assessment of cast stainiess steel
components. Only the CE-3 alloy is predicted to sat-
isfy this limit. Most of the CF-8 and CR-8M composi-
tions are predicted to fall below this limit after 10 to
20 years of aging.

The wide spread between the maximum and mini-
mum lines in Figure 17 further emphasizes the need
for research to better define the value of Q at tempera-
tures of 300°C or less discussed previously. If the value
of Q at these lower temperatures is close to 250 kJ/
mole, as was suggested by Bonnet et al. (1990), the
rate of embrittlement would be expected to be close to
the lines for maximum Q in Figure 17.

Figure 17 could be used to estimate the degree of
embrittlement of a cast material of unknown composi-
tion. However, it is recommended that the actual com-
position be used to compute Q. Then, if the computed
Q value is between 75 and 240 kJ/mole, a plot such as
that shown in Figure 17 can be prepared for that spe-
cific material and the temperature(s) of interest.

4.2 Metallurglcal Evaluation
Methods

Metallurgical evaluation methods currently provide
the best approach for quantifying thermal embrittle-
ment in cast stainless steel components that have been
in service, These methods can involve either nonde-
structive measurements and examinations or destruc-
tive tests and examinations of small samples that have
been removed from components. When samples are
taken from a component, they must be removed in a
manner such that thers is no functional damage to the
component or such that the component can be accept-
ably repaired. The metallurgical evaluation methods
either characterize the microstructure to generate data
for estimating the degree of embrittlement using deg-
radation models or characterize mechanical properties
by testing subsized or miniature samples.

4.2.1 Microstructure Characterization. The
volume fraction of ferrite in cast stainless steel compo-
nents needs to be determined becauss it is the primary
microstructural parameter controlling thermal em-
brittlement. If the ferrite content i3 below 10%, the po-
tential for material degradation is likely to be low. For
ferrite levels between 10 and 15%, the potential for
material degradation is likely to be moderate.
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Significant degradation may take place when the fer-
rite level exceeds 15%.

The amount of ferrite can be estimated from the
" measured bulk chemical composition of the material.
Procedures for estimating ferrite content have been re-
viewed by Leger (1982) and Aubrey et al. (1982). All
‘of these procedures are based on calculating a chro-
mium equivalent value, Cr,, and & nickel equivalent
value, Ni., and using these equivalent values to com-
pute a volume percent ferrite content, %F. The empiri-
cal formulas for computing these values have been
developed from correlations of experimental data.
. Aubrey et al. (1982) used linear regression analysis to
evaluate four different ferrite estimation formulas for
an extensive database of information on CF-3, CF-8,
and CF-8M stainless steels and found that the follow-
ing relationship gave the best overall results:

%F = 10030 (Cr./Ni)* - 170.72 (Cr./Ni)
+7422 '  '(10)

where -
CR, = %Cr +1.2'1(%Mo)+o;48(%5i)

-499 ‘ an

Ni, = %Ni + 0.11(%Ms) - 0.0086(%Mz)?
+ 184 (%N) + 24.5(%C) + 277 .
w2m. @

Thus, if the bulk chemical composition of & cast stain-
less steel component is known or measured, Equa-

tions (10), (11) , and(12) can be used to estimate its

ferrite content.. .

* Bomnetet a(npwmwd&ebpedmfomwing,
slightly different method for predicting the amount of
femtefromthcchemmlcomposmon R

| &F = PLSCINY - sss(a.m.)
+ 3.39][400]/(1500 - T)

where

T =  temperature of the final heat treat-
' ment in °C
O - %Cr + %Mo + 0.65 (%Si)
- 176
and : .
' Nii = %Ni + 0.08 (%Mn) + 8.3 (%N)

+ 20(%C) — 5.18 .
"This method is similar to the one defined by Equa-

‘tions (10), (11), and (12), except that it has different

values of the coefficients for the terms and includes an

‘additional term to account for the temperature of the fi-

nal heat treatment, Bonnet et al. (1990) report an ac-
curacy of +3% ferrite for their method, which is about
twice as good as the +6% ferrite accuracy cited by

'Anbreyet al. for their method.

In many cases, the final heat treating temperature is
not known, and the method of Bonnet et al. cannot be
applied. When the final heat treating temperatures
are known, the resulting correction factor,
[400)/11500 - T], could be as large as 25%. For exam-

‘ple, in the work of Aubrey et al. the final heat treating

temperatures ranged from 1093 to 1177°C (2000 to
2150°F), which gives corresponding values of the tem-
perature correction factor of 0.98 to 1.24. Thus, it may
be worthwhile in foture research to evaluate the
method of Bonnet et al. fortypwalcasnngsproduced

‘intthnitedStaws

Leger (1982) found that femtc contcnt also in-
creases as section thickness increases, s is shown by
the data for CF.-8M stainless steel in Figure 18. The
ferrite content as a function of thickness appears to sat-

-urate (reach a constant valuc) at section thicknesses

greater than epproximately 45 mm (1.77 in.). There-
fare, using the data for the thicker castings would pro-
vide conservative (larger than actually expected)

- estimates of ferrite content for thinner castings. The

work of Aubrey et al. (1982) was for castings thicker

:-than 25 mm (0.98 in.), 80 Equations (10), (11),and (12)

probably provxde reasonable predictions for ﬂuck-

-secnoncasungs

Equauom (10), (11),and (12) were used to estimate

- the ferrite content of the 45-mm thick samples of

CF-8M that were evaluated by Leger (1982) and of the

.. 100-mm (3.94 in.) thick samples of CF-8 and CF-8M
- that were discussed previously (see Figure 4). Fig-

ure 19 shows that there was a good carrelation between
predicted and measured fexrite content for these data.
The solid line indicates the mean correlation; the dotted

. and dashed lines indicate the upper and lower limits,
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respectively, which are plus and minus two times the
standard error [estimated at 3.03, as reported by
Aubrey et al. (1982)] from the mean correlation,

respectively.
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Flgure 18. Ferrite content of CR-8M castings as a
function of section thickness (Leger, 1982).

In order to make a reasonably conservative estimate
of the ferrite content, one wonld add 6.06 to the value
calculated using Equation (10) for comparison with
acceptable ferrits levels, Thus, for the adjusted ferrite
content to not exceed an upper-limit ferrite content of
15%, the mean ferrite content calculated using Equa-
tion (10) should not exceed 8.94. This valus is only
slightly greater than the minimum ferrite level of 8%
that is recommended to avoid sensitization during
welding (Hazelton, 1988). Furthermore, if ons adds
6.06 to 8 to account for the expected uncertainty, the
minimum would be 14.06%. This ~5% overlap in de-
sirable minimum and maximum fevels occurs because
of the uncertainty associated with calculating ferrite

content from composition. Therefore, the calculation
of ferrite levels from chemical composition provides
only approximate guidance for the assessmeat of stain-

less steel castings and is of limited uss in quantifying
thermal embrittlement,

Recent results indicats that ferrite spacing, as well
as ferrite content, may influence the degres of thermal
embrittlement (Chopra and Chung, 1986b, 19870,
1989a, 1989b). Procedures for estimating the ferrite
spacing in a cast stainless steel component are not
available, but, as discussed previously, Chopra and
Chung (1990a) recommend that a value of ~180 um
be assumed as a worst-case condition if the actual fer-
rite spacing has not beea measured. Since ths ferrite
spacing is a significant factor in the ® parameter,
which correlates with the minimum Charpy impacten-
ergy expected after long-term exposurs, it would be
useful to develop a procedurs for estimating the ferrite
spacing in stainless steel castings,

Measuring ferrite content is an alternative to esti-
mating it. If a material sample can be removed from
the component, then quantitative metallographic pro-
cedures can be used to measure the ferrite content
(Leger, 1982; Aubrey et al., 1982). The procedures
typically employ either computerized image analysis
or manual point-counting techniques., The average fer-
rite spacing also could be measured during metallo-
graphic examination. Material sampling must be
performed carefully to ensure that the regions ex-
amined represent the bulk material, Because sample
removal often may be limited to exterior or intesior re-
gions, quantification of the ferrite volume and spacing
within the wall of the component is difficult.

The above metallographic measurements can be
made on surfacs replicas of selected areas of a compo-
nent in the field. Metallographic replication has been
developed as a viable NDE tool (Neubauer and Wedel,
1983); Auerkari, 1983; Viswanathan, 1985; Harth and
Sherlock, 1985; Henry and Ellis, 1983; Hilton and
Steakley, 1986; Janiszewski et al., 1986; Takigawa
et al., 1986; Masuyama et al., 1985), and ASTM
Emergency Standard ES-12 for field replication has
been developed.® Prototype replication equipment has
been used to remotely examine the inside surfacs of
steam-turbine rotors (Takigawa et al., 1986) and to in-
spect steam-generator tubes (Padden, 1983; Padden
and Daniels, 1976, 1981). Replicas must be mads at
ambient temperature during an outage and at surface
locations that are accessible. As with sample removal,
judicious selection of the areas to be replicated is
necessary.

a. FromapresentationbylJ. DeLong at the ASTM-
ASME-~-MPCJ-1 Warkshop atthe ASME Winter An-
nual Meeting, Anaheim, December 9, 1986.
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Flgure 19. Companson of ferrite conuent pa'edxcwd from chemical composmon with measured ferrite content us-
ing Model 1 of Aubrey et al, (1982) (CF-8M data from Leger, 1982; other data from Aubrey et al., 1982).

Because the ferrite phase is significantly more mag-
netic than the austenite phase, ferrite content can be
measured by instruments that measure the magnetic
properties of the stainless steel, Field measurements of
ferrite content, based on magnetic properties, can be
made using a Ferritescope (Leger, 1982; Aubrey etal,,
1982). This instrument can be used in the ficld tomea-
sure ferrite levels up to 30% and has been demon-
strated to produce reliable measurements for samples
with gection sizes ranging from 27 to 152 mm (1.06 to
6.0 in.) (Aubrey et al., 1982). Figure 20 shows that a
good correlation between ferrite content measured us-
ing the Ferritescope and using a metallographic point-
counting method can be obtained. This method
appears promising, but field validation tests on repre-
- sentative LWR cast stainless steel components are nec-
- essary before it can be used routinely during inservice
inspections. Section ITI of the ASME Boiler and Pres-
sure Vessel Code now permits the use of magnetic
measuring instruments for determining the ferrite
levels in welds,

B Bonnet et al. report that_the' saturation magnetic
" method (using & Sigmametre) provides the most reli-

able experimental technique for measuring the amount
of ferrite. This method is somewhat different than the
magneto-induction method on which the Ferritescope

is based. Curtis and Sherwin (1961) discuss using the

satnration magnetic method to measure the ferrite con-

 tent of stainless steel welds. Either type of magnetic

measurement method should provide reasonable mea-
surements of ferrite amount if it is properly calibrated

.andnsedbyaquahﬁedoperator o

Factors other than the bulk chemic'alv compdsition
and ferrite content and distribution in stainless steel
castings may play an important role in thermal em-

* brittlement. Far example, as was shown previously

(see Table 5), the chemical composition of the ferrite
regionsis significantly different from that of the auste-
nite regions in these alloys. The partitioning of the
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Figure 20. Comparison of ferrite cantent measured using a ferritescope with that determined mctallographxcally

by a point—count procedure.

ferrite—promoting elements to the ferrite phase may
affect the amount of thermal embrittlement. If such an
effect were found in future studies, a correlation be-
tween local composition and the degree of thermal em-
brittlement might be developed. Such a correlation
might be useful in the future development of alloy
compositions that would be resistant to partitioning
during casting and to subsequent embrittlement during
service at LWR operating temperatures.

4.2.2 Testing of Minlature Samples. Mea-
suring the mechanical properties of small samples re-
moved from stainless steel castings is another potential
method for quantifying the degres of thermal em-
brittlement caused by service exposure. Two ap-
proaches could be used. Fracture toughness could be
measured directly using subsized specimens, Alterna-
tively, impact energy, tensils strength, or indentation
resistance could be measured and used to estimate
fracture toughness if appropriate correlations were
available, Direct measurement of fracture toughness
usually is more costly and normally requires larger
samples than the indirect measurements. However, the
direct measurements are generally more reliable than
the indirect ones.

There has been a great deal of recent interest in the
testing of subsized specimens to measure mechanical
properties (Jaske et al., 1986; Manahan, 1981; Haggag
et al., 1985; Misawa and Hamaguchi, 1986; ASTM,
1986; Huang, 1986; Lucas et al. 1986; Corwin and

K2

Hougland, 1986; MoConnelletal.. 1986). Much of this
work has been motivated by the need to measure the
propesties of irradiated materials, For example, the
ASTM special technical publication (ASTM 1986) in-
cludes 21 papers of the ASTM Symposium on the Use
of Nonstandard Subsized Specimens for Irradiated
Testing. These past studies included the comparative
testing of standard-sized and subsized specimens of
reactor pressure vessel steels and wrought austenitic
stainless steels, but they did not include testing of the
cast CF-8, CF-8M, and CF-3 stainless steels. Such
testing is needed to validate the use of subsized speci-
mens for these materials, Results of the past evalua-
tions of subsized specimens do provids guidancs for
estimating the minimum specimen size that would be
expected to yield valid measurements of Ji..

Experience indicates that the minimum specimen
dimension should be at least five to ten times the sig-
nificant microstructural feature (Jasks et al., 1986),
which for the cast stainless steels may be cither the
grain size or the ferrite spacing. Experimental studies
are needed to establish what significant microstruc-
tural feature controls fracture toughness in cast stain-
less steels. Values of grain size and ferrite spacing are
usually larger for heavy-section castings than for thin—-
section castings, I, for example, ferrite spacing is the
significant feature, the minimum specimen dimension
would range from about 0.25 to 2 mm, which

a. A, R. Rosenfield, unpublished research results,
Battelle, Columbus, Ohio, 1985.




corresponds to typical ferrite spacing values that range
from 50 to 200 pum (Chopra and Chung, 1987).

As was discussed previously, ASTM E 813 requires
_that the thickness, B, and the uncracked ligament, b, of
a test specimen be greater than 25Jq/st, where Jg is the
conditional value of fracture toughness, and s; is the
flow stress, which is the average of the ultimate tensile
strength and the 0.2% offset tensile yield strength. If
these size conditions, plus the regression-line slope
. condition (see Paragraph 9.2 of ASTME 813),
satisfied, then Jq equals Jyc.

Typical tcnsile propcrties (Chopra and Chung,
1987) of cast stainless steels that were aged for 9,980 h

at 350°C (660°F) and tested at room temperature and

gt 288°C (550°F) can be used to estimate the minimam

values of B and b that would be required to obtain valid -

o
B, b (minimum) = 25 (0.10/0.30) = 8.33 mm at 288°C.
"Thus, becatise even severely embrittled cast stainless
steels have relatively high fracture toughness, fairly

large specimens, mﬂxuﬂ:anmbsxzedones.mneeded
formcasmmglhexrhcvalnes.

Oneiiropa‘tymatcouldbemcasumdonsmallmate-

* rial samples is microhardness of the ferrite phase.

. Recent research has shown that the Vickers hardness

Ty values. For example, if Jic = 250 kJ/m?2, which Fig- . -

- ures 12 and 14 show is'a fracture toughness value that
could be expected for thermally embrittled cast stain-
less steel, and s; = 440 MPa (64 ksi) at room tempera-
nneand300ma(44ksi)a1288°C(550°F) then

B, b (mxnnnum)=25(0.25/044)= l4.2mmatroom
temperature

and
B, b (minimum) = 25 (0.25/0.30) = 20.8 mm at 288°C.

-

Jio = 100 k/m?, wluch is the lower bound used by

Framatome?®

then

temperature

a. Unpubhshedpaperprwennedbyﬁ Slamaetal.,
at SMiRT Postconference 6 at Monterey, California,
August 25-30, 1983.

B, b (minimum) = 25(010/0.44)=5.68mmatroom v

" number of the ferrite phase increased from 260 in

unaged material to 377 in aged material from a CF-8
casting (Chopra and Chung, 1987). It may be possible
to establish a correlation between the hardness of the
ferrite phase and the amount of thermal embrittlement.

‘The correlation would have to take into account the

effect of ferrite volume fraction and ferrite spacing, as
discussed previously. Future research is needed to
evaluate the potential for developing this type of
microhardness-embrittlement correlation,

4.3 Use of Ultrasonic Testing to

- ~Characterize Materials

* Use of ultrasonic techniques is being developed to
quantify material embrittlement. Both Swanson
(1981) and Vary (1976) have found correlations be-

- tween ultrasonic attenuation and the fracture tough-

ness of wrought low-alloy steels, Their measurements

- were made on well-documented samples under care-

fully controlied conditions in the laboratory. Similar
studies have not been performed on cast stainless

- steels, and the work has not been extended to the field

measurement of fracture toughness on components.
Thus, extensive sesearch and development work will
probably be necessary before ultrasonic measurement

‘methods can be used to quantify embrittlement in cast
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5. WELD-REPAIR PROCEDURES

If inservice NDE reveals that defects are present in
a cast stainless steel component, the possibility of
weld-repairing that defect may be considered, CR-8,
CR-8M, and CE-3 stainless steels are readily welded.,
‘Welding is routinely used to repair defects that may be
* found in castings of these alloys during component
fabrication, The major concerns with inservice repairs
are that access may be limited and that thermal em-
brittlement may affect weldability, The former item is
" common to inservice repairs of any alloy, while the
latter item is unique to the cast stainless steels,

The procedures used for weld-repair of statically
cast components during manufacturing have been re-
viewed elsewhere (Egan et al., 1987); abrief review of
the standard procedures® developed for repair welding
during the fabrication of centrifugally cast stainless
steel pipe is presented here, After the pipe is cast and
excess material is machined from the outside and in-
side surfaces, the pipe is fully radiographed to identify
major and minor defects, in accordance with the
ASME Code. The locations of all those defects are
mapped and recorded for future reference, The defects
are removed or reduced to an acceptable size by grind-
ing or thermal gouging, with the final metal being re-
moved by grinding using an aluminum oxide or silicon
carbide wheel. The repair area is dye penetrant in-
spected and thoroughly cleaned with arganic solvents
before welding.

Welding procedures and welders are qualified as
specified by the ASME Code (Group P-8). Welding is
performed using the manual shielded metal-arc
process and Type 316 weld rods that produce at least
7% ferrite in the weld metal, The minimum preheat is
56°C (133°F); no postweld heat treatment is
employed, and the interpass temperature is kept below

a. E.G.Kay, Sandusky Foundry & Machine Com-
pany, personal communication of unpublished infor-
mation, October 1986.

177°C (350°F) for multiple passes, Welding current is
maintained as low as possible, travel speed is main-
tained as high as possible, and stnnge:bcads ars used.
After complcnon. all weld repairs are dye-penetrant
inspected, and major repairs also are radiographed.

There should be no major problem in developing
and qualifying similar weld-repair procedures for
field use on components that have been in service, pro-
vided that the defect is local. For example, if a fatigne
crack were found to have developed at alocal geomet-
ric discontinuity in a component, then it would be fea-
sible to consider a repair; but if fatigue damage were
found to be significant throughout a component, a re-
pair probably would not be feasible, In repair welding,
care must be taken to minimize the introduction of re-
sidual stresses. On the other hand, postweld heat treat-
ment is impractical in most cases, and when it is used,
it could produce sensitized regions near the ends of the
heat-treated area. For major repairs, it is likely that
specific procedures will have to be developed and
qualified on a case-by-case basis.

If repair welding is considered to be a viable option
for license extension, research is needed to evaluate
any problems that might be encountered in the welding
of thermally embrittled material. For example, it might
be found that thermally embrittled material is more
susceptible to weld cracking than new material.
Because the embrittlement mechanism is different for
aging at temperatures greater than 400°C (750°F) than
for aging at temperatures less than 350°C (660°F), the
research should concentrate on the welding of materi-
als that have been aged for long times at 350°C or less.
Studies using samples that have been removed from
actnal LWR service would be particularly appropriate.
Results of this type of research would provide guid-
ance for the development and qualification of weld-
repair procedures for cast stainless steel LWR
components,




6. LIFE ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE

There are two basic approaches to maximizing the
structural integrity of LWR components for operation
during and beyond the original license period. First,
one can evaluate the current condition of a component,
estimate its remaining safe life, and decide to repair or
replace it only when there is cause to do so. This ap-
proach is employed widely to critica! structural com-
ponents whose failure would impact safety and whose
unnecessary replacement would be extremely costly. A
second approach would be to arbitrarily replace a com-
ponent after some specified service life without at-
tempting to determine its current condition. This
method is applied to critical structural components
whose failure would impact safety and whose replace-
ment is easier and less costly than evaluating their cur-
rent condition. For most cast stainless steel LWR
components that are subject to the possibility of ther-
mal embrittlement during long-term service, the sec-
ond approach is undesirable because of an unfavorable
cost/benefit ratio; thus, the first approach is the most
reasonable one. :

Figure 21 presents a generic procedure for aging
and license renewal evaluations of LWR cast stainless
- steel components. Nine major steps are listed.

The first step is to review all of the design, fabrica-
tion, and construction records related to the compo-
nents being evaluated. Some of the items listed in
Step 1 may not be available. Those items should be

identified, and plans to obtain them during the next in- -

service inspection (IST) should be developed, if possi-
ble. In cases where it is not possible to obtain
case~specific data for austenitic stainless steel prod-
ucts (e.g., impact and fracture toughness data are not
required by Section I of the ASME Boiler and Pres-
sure Vessel Code), worst—case data should be obtained
from handbooks, technical literature, and industrial ex-
perience. The information collected in Step 1 should
be stored for easy retricval and reference in the future.

All of the ISI records for the components are re-
viewed in the second step. The information on defect
indications and locations and maximum undetected
flaw sizes is needed for the fracture mechanics evalua-
tion (Step 4). The chemical compositions of the mate-
rials should be verified by measurements on the
components. Essential information (such as size and
location of flaws in the base metal) not being obtained
during the current ISI programs should be obtained
during future ISI programs. In many cases, key loca-
tions are not accessible to IS], so the original records

must be used with appropriate factors applied to
account for uncertainty.

- The third step is to review all of the data on operat-
ing history. The operating temperature is needed to
evaluate the degree of thermal embrittlement, and data
on loadings and cyclic operations are needed to help
estimate the amount of crack propagation that might
have occurred or might occur in the future. Indications
of past problems may help point out areas that should
be evaluated in Steps4 and 5. .

A fatigue and fracture-mechanics evaluation is per-

_formed in the fourth step. The locations and sizes of

the existing flaws are identified from the ISI records.
Simplified, conservative loadings are estimated from a
review of the operating history. Stress analyses are per-
formed to identify regions of the highest stress, and the
stress history at the flaw locations is estimated. If the

review of operating history reveals that certain loads

were not included in the original design, revised calcu-
lations for the ASME Section III cumulative fatigue
usage factors are made. Crack-propagation analysis is
performed to estimate the maximum possible defect
size at the end of the next operating period (EONOP).
Finally, the minimum required fracture toughness cor-
responding to the worst—flaw size at the EONOP are
determined.

The fatigue and fracture~mechanics evaluation per-
formed in the fourth step is conservative because it as-

sumes that the flaws in the cast stainless steel

components are crack~like. This assumption is made
because the current inservice inspection methods are
not capable of completely characterizing the flaws, If
an emerging inservice inspection method can posi-
tively identify that a given flaw is not crack-like, then
a fatigue~crack initiation analysis would precede the

. crack propagation analysis. In such a fatigue analysis,

an effective stress concentration factor is computed for
the flaw (Hertzberg, 1983), and then the usage factorat
EONOFP is determined. If the usage factor is greater
than 1.0, it is assumed that a crack will be initiated at
the given flaw before EONOP; in this case, a crack
propagation analysis would be needed.

In the fifth step, the material condition of the com-
ponentis assessed to determine the minimum expected
fracture toughness at EONOP. Three techniquescanbe
employed to assess the degree of thermal embrittle-
ment of a cast stainless steel component, as discussed
in Section 4. The first technique uses the simplified
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Flgure 21. Generic procedurs for the evalnation of LWR cast stainless steel compaonents,

1.  Collect and review design, fabrication, and construction records
1.1  Designdrawings and specifications
1.2  Measurs chemical composition of material
1.3  All available mechanical properties for original material
1.3.1  Tensile: ultimate, yield, elongation, reduction of area
1.3.2 Impact: energy versus temperature, fracture appearance
1.3.3  Fracture tonghness
134  Fatiguestrength
135  Fatiguo-crack propagation behavior -
14  ASME Section Il cumulative fatigue usage factors
1.5  As-built drawings and dimensions
1.6 Name, location, and date of fabrication
1.7  Field installation procedures
1.8  Type, location, and repair procedure for all casting defects
19  Number, location, type, and heat treatment of welds
2.  Review inservice inspection (ISI) records '
2.1  Location of inspected regions
2.1.1  Were all welds inspected?
2.1.2 Wasbase metal inspected?
2.1.3  Wereregions of high incidence of weld-repair during fabrication inspected?
22  Nature, size, distribution, and disposition of indications (if any)
23  Estimate maximum undetected flaw size based on ISI procedures
24  Measurements of chemical composition (if any) |
2.5  Other information
3.  Review operating history
3.1  Hours of operation
3.2  Number of start/stop cycles
3.3  Number of major load swings
34  Numberof upsets
35 Temperature
36  Pressure
3.7 Records of any past prbblems related to the component

4.  Perform fatigue and fracture mechanics evaluation
4.1  Identify size and locations of existing flaws from ISI records
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Figure 21. Generic procedure for the evatuation of LWR cast stainless steel components. (Continued.)

42

43

44
4.5
4.6

Estimate simplified, conservative loadings from review of operating history

Perform stress analysxs of component .

4.3.1  Identify regions of highest stress

43.2  Estimate stress history at potential locations of flaws

Update ASME Section IIT cumulative fatigue usage factors, if design basis violated

Compute possible flaw growth (if any) during next operating period : :
Computedwuummumnquned&acmmughnmandworst—cascﬂawmealthcmdofnext
operating period (EONOF)

5. Assessmaterial condition

51

52

53 -

6.1

6.2

Use simplified analytical model

5.1.1  Usecomposition and maximum operating temperature (o estimate lower-bound
Charpy V-notch impact energy value at EONOP

5.12  Oruse composition, ferrite content, and ferrite spacmg to estimate mimmum Charpy

V-notch impact energy at long life A

513 Esumatc lower—bound fracture toughnws atEONOP from fracture toughness versus impact
‘energy correlation

Assess ferrite content

© 521 Calculate upper bound ferrite content from composition

522. Measure ferrite content
Metallographic sample from component
Surface replication of component
Ferritescope
§2.3  Usc guidelines to estimate fracture toughness at EONOP
Measure properties of small samples from component
5.3.1  Fracture toughness testing

5.3.2  Charpy testing
5.3.3 Microhardness correlation

534  Usesimplified analytical model to estimate fracmre toughness at EONOP

. Evaluate eomponcnt inuegrity at EONOP

Compare the minimum required fracture toughness at EONOP with the corresponding estimated
Jower-bound value

6.1.1 Isthe minimum required fracture toughness smaller than the estimated lower-bound value
. by an acceptable margin?

6.12  Estimate critical flaw size at EONOP

6.1.3  Iscritical flaw size safely detectable?

Evaluate the potential for leak-before-break (LBB) to occur.
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Flgure 21. Generic procedure for the evaluation of LWR cast stainless steel components, (Continued.)

A

6.2.1
6.2.2

Is critical flaw sizs less than the wall thickness?
'Will a through-wall crack produce a safely detectable leak befors it reaches a critical size?

7.  Establish action to be taken

7.1  Continued operation to EONOP if acceptable safety margins are present
7.2  Determine if repair procedures are needed
7.3  Determine if replacement is needed.

8.  Establish plan for next ISI
8.1  Determine extent of inspection required

8.1.1
8.1.2
8.13
8.14
8.15
8.16
8.1.7

Consider areas of high stress

Consider areas where defects are most likely to exist

Consider arcas where weld repairs have been made

Consider arcas where temperature is the highest

Consider areas where cumulative fatigue usags factors are high

Consider areas where a flaw may grow by fatigue loading

Consider areas where IGSCC may occur: welds with less than 8% ferrite

8.2  Determine next inspection interval

821

822
823

Use information on worst-case flaw size and crack-growth rate from Step 4 and on critical
flaw sizs from Step 6

Compute expected remaining safe life
Set interval for next inspection at lesser of predetermined fraction (¢.g., 1/4) of remaining
safe life, or 10 years

8.3  Develop a thermal-embrittlement surveillance program

831
832
833

8.34

Make Charpy V-notch or fracture-toughness specimens of archival material
Use both base metal and weld metal

Expose the specimens at temperatures that lead the embrittlement rate of components by a
factorof 1.5t0 3
Evaluate selected samples at S-year intervals to assess

_Rate of embrittlement (change in impact energy or fracture toughness)
Degree of embrittlement (value of impact energy ar fracture toughness)

9,  Re-evaluate component(s)

9.1  Perform as required
9.2  Returmn to Step 2 of procedure




analytical model expressed by Equations (4) and (9) to
estimate the minimum Charpy V-notch impact energy
value at EONOP, or the ¢ parameter of Equation (5)
to estimate the minimum Charpy V-notch impact en-
ergy after long-term aging. Then, using a J. (fracture
toughness) versus CVN correlation, minimum Jy; is es-
timated. The second technique is based on either calcu-
" lating or measuring the ferrite content and using
~ guidelines or an embrittlement model to determine if
the ferrite value is acceptably low. The third technique
" is to measure the current Charpy V-notch impact en-
ergy, fracture toughness, or microhardness of samples
that have been removed from a component; then the
first technique, i.¢; the simplified analytical modcl, is
' usedtoesumatethe];cvalueatEONOP

"+ In the sixth step, the minimum required fracture
toughness from Step 4 is compared with the estimated

-actual lower-bound fracture toughness at EONOP

- from Step 5, and the margin of safety is determined.

- Using the estimated stresses from Step 4 and the esti-
mated lower-bound toughness from Step §, critical
crack size is determined. Then, the detectability of the
critical flaw size is assessed. Finally g Jeak-before-
break (LBB) analysis is performed to determine the
margin between the critical crack length and the leaka-
ge—detectable crack length that corresponds to'ten
nmes the detectable leak rate -

" Once the component integrity at EONOP is
evaluated, a plan of action is developed in the seventh
step. If acceptable safety margins are present, and the
- ASME Section I cumulative fatigue usage factor at
EONORP is less than 1.0, continued operation to
EONOP may be permitted. Potenual need forrepmror
replacement must be consxdered o

The elghth stepisto wtabhsh aplan for future ISI of
the component. The plan should define both the extent
of inspection required and the interval at which rein-
spection should be performed. It may be useful to con-
- sider developing a thermal-embrittlement surveillance
program similar to the programs used for evaluating
radiation effects. Such a program would provide valu-
able data from realistic exposure conditions.

The ninth step is 8o reevaluate the component after
future inspections or as required by other circum-
stances. The reevaluation will start at Step 2, upgraded

by the data from the most recent evaluation, and will
proceed from that point.

The major difficulties in implementing this overall
procedure are encountered in Step 5, Assess Compo-
nent Condition. The simplified analytical model

~ (Step 5.1) can be applied with a reasonable degree of

confidence, even though further validation of the cor-
relation between CVN and Ji; values is needed (see
Figures 12 and 14). However, ferrite assessment
(Step 5.2) and the measurement of properties
(Step 5.3) have not been fully developed and vali-
dated. Quantitative evaluations ofposs:ble ferrite mea-
surement techniques and subsized specimen testing
methods are needed. Correlations and/or models are
needed to relate ferrite content, spacing, and hardness
to the amount of thermal embrrittlement. Also, a model
for predicting future degradation caused by thermal

- embrittlement should be developed to remove uncer-

tainties associated with the current approach. Thus,
considerable work is needed in the area of assessing
and forecasting the condition of cast stainless steel
components that operate at temperatures near 300°C
(570°F) in light water reactors.

Fracture-mechanics evaluations also could be diffi-

‘cult to conduct in some situations, Framatome has per-

formed fracture mechanics evaluations for their cast
stainless steel components and has developed a mini-
mum required value of 100 kJ/m? for Jj. at the end of
operating life.* The establishment of a minimum Jic
value simplifies the evaluation of standardized compo-
nents because there is no need to repeat the fracture—
mechanics analysis for each case. However, such a
simplified approack may not be applicable to all U.S.
LWRs because of the variation in component design,
fabrication, and operation from one reactor to another.
It would be useful to perform fracture—mechanics
analyses for several different classes of cast stainless
steel components, so minimum required values of Jic at
the end of operating life could be developed for each
class. These values then could be applied to the case—

by-case evglmﬁon of components for license rencwal.

a. Unpublished paper presented by G. Slamaetal.,

at SMIRT Postconference Seminar 6 at Montercy.
Cahfomm, August 29-30, 1983.
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7. SUMMARY

This report has reviewed the quantification of thes-
mal embrittlement damage in CF-8, CF-8M, and
CR-3 cast stainless steel components subjected to light
water reactor (LWR) operating temperatures, These al-
loys have an austenits matrix with istands of femite,
For LWR applications, typical volums fractions of the
ferrite phase are in the range of 8 to 20%. The femrite
phase is subject to embrittlement by the formation of
alpha-prime after long-term (many years) exposures
at temperatures near 300°C (570°F). The amount, dis-
tribution, and degres of embrittlement of the ferrite
phase determine the extent to which a component has
been degraded by thermal embrittlement. This degra-
dation is manifested by a loss of Charpy V-notch
(CVN) impact energy and fracture toughness (Jic).
Other mechanical propesties, such as tensile strength,
fatigue strength, and low—cycle fatigus-crack-growth
resistance are not markedly affected by thermal em-
brittlement, so the primary concern in addressing the
renewalorexmmonofLWRoperaunghcensesmtlw
loss of fracture toughness after long-term service.
However, mare data on the effect of thermal embrittle-
ment on fatigue-crack-growth resistance are needed,
especially for CR-8 stainless steel and for high—cycle
fatigue,

From the maximum sezvice temperature and chemi-
cal composition of the alloy, an aging parameter is
proposed for estimating the lower-bound room-
temperature CVN values for servics times up to 100
years, or the minimum CVN values at a very long time
can be estimated using the & parameter. A CVN im-
pact encrgy versus J; correlation then can be used to
estimate a corresponding lower-bound value of the
fracture toughness,

Nondestructive examination (NDE) of cast stainless
steel components yields information on the size, loca-
tion, and distribution of defects, This information can
be employed in fracture-mechanics evaluations of
structural integrity. However, because of the coarse
and variable nature of the microstructure of cast stain-
less steels, ultrasonic testing (UT) is limited in its use-
fulness as an NDB tool; radiography normally is used
for the NDE of these materials, especially for thick
sections. Research is in progress to develop and vali-
date advanced UT methods for inservice inspection of
cast stainless steel componeats. However, neither cur-
rent nor advanced NDE methods characterize the me-

chanical propesties or metalturgical condition (degree
of embrittlement) of inservice components,

Correlations have been developed for estimating the
fesrits content of stainless steel castings from their
chemical composition, However, these correlations do
not predict the ferrite spacing, which is a parameter
that influences fracture toughness. Castings that con-
tain more than about 10 to 15% ferrite appearto be the
most susceptible to thermal embrittlement, but no pre-
cise guideline for an acceptable ferrite content has
been established, and material with even less than 10%
ferrite may be degraded by thermal embrittlement.
Metallographic examination of small samples re-
moved from components or of surface replicas can
provide data on the ferrite content and spacing at spe-
cific locations in castings. The ferritescops is a mag-
netic instrament that can be used in the field to
nondestructively measure ferrits contents up to 30%.

Subsized specimens from small samples of material
that have been removed from service can be used to
measure fracture toughness. Guidelines for minimum
specimen size are provided by ASTM B 813, Those
guidelines are expected to be conservative, but they
have not been verified directly for the testing of cast
stainless steels,

Long-term service exposurs increases the micro-
hardness in the ferrite phase of cast stainless steels, but
no correlation between the measured microhardness
and change in impact resistance or fracture tonghness
has been established. The correlation also would have
to account for the effects of ferrite content and spacing
to provide a quantitative estimate of fracture

toughness,

Weld-repair procedures have been developed for
the removal of casting defects during original fabrica-
tion, It should be reasonably easy to adapt these proce-
dures to the inservice repair of stainless steel castings,
However, repair welding has not been fully qualified
andvahdatedformamalthathasbecnmumally em-
brittled by long-term service exposures in LWR
environments.

The recommended approach for evaluating cast
stainless steel components for LWR license renewals,
is to assess the current condition of the component, es-
timats its remaining safe life, and decids on continued
as—is use, repair, or replacement of the component. The
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alternative approach of automatically réplacing a com-
ponent after a given period of service is not usually
feasible.

A nine-step procedure for the aging and license re-
newal evaluation of cast stainless steel components has
been outlined. The first three steps include the review
of fabrication and construction records, ISI records,
and operating history of the components. In the fourth
step, the data collected from these reviews are used to
perform the fracture mechanics evaluation to deter-

mine the minimum required fracture toughness and the

worst-flaw size at she end of the extended operating
period (EONOP). Three different methods are pres-
ented in Step 5 to estimate the lower-bound fracture
toughness of cast stainless steel components at

- EONOP. Then, the minimum required fracture tough-

ness at EONOP is compared with the corresponding
estimated lower-bound value, and a Ieak-before—
break analysis is performed. The action regarding con-
tinued operation. repair or replacement of a
component is established in Stcp 7, and finally, plans
fm the next 151 are made.
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8. RECOMMENDED FUTURE WORK

Improved methods need to be developed for eva-
luating the fitness of cast stainless steel LWR compo-
nents for servics during ariginal or extended licensing
periods and for reducing the conservatism inherent in

the

discussed above. Therefore, we recom-

mend that future work be undertaken in the following
13 areas:

1.

Guidelines of worst-case data should be de-
veloped for use when case-specific data are
not available.

Thermal-embrittlement surveillance pro-
grams similar to the programs used for eva-
luating radiation effects should be developed.
Such programs would provide valuable data
from realistic exposure conditions,

More CVN and Ji data on thermally aged
material tested at normal LWR operating
temperatures [about 280 to 290°C (536 to
554°F)] are needed.

An improved aging parameter should be de-
veloped that more accurately models the
aging mechanisms that cause thermal
embrittlement during long-term service

exposures.

Work should be undertaken to determine if
there is some critical combination of ferrite
level and spacing above which fezrite distri-
bution in cast stainless steel is continuous. If
such a limit exists, then a method of estimat-
ing ferrite content and spacing from composi-
tion and production history should be

developed.

Fatigue—crack-growth studies of aged CF-3
stainless steel should be performed. Near—
threshold, as well as low-cycle, tests are
needed on both aged and irradiated materials,

lo.

11,

12.

13.

Data for high-cycle fatigus behavior of aged
CEP-8M stainless steel ars also needed.

Ths use of metallographic surface replica-
tion, the ferritescope, and other magnetic—
property measurement tools, along with
eddy-current methods, should be evaluated,
demonstrated, and validated as inservice
NDE tools for evaluating the condition of
stainless steel castings.

Experimental studies should be performed to
determine the smallest specimen size for
valid measurement of the fracture toughness
of cast stainless steels,

Work should be undertaken to evaluate the
carrelation between the microhardness of the
ferrite phase and fracture toughness for cast
stainless steels,

Procedures for repair welding cast stainless
steels that have been subject to long-term ser-
vice in LWR environments should be quali-
fied and validated for use in license renewal.

Fracture-mechanics analyses of representa-
tive component/load-history combinations
should be conducted. Such analyses can pro-
vide estimates of the required minimum Jy.
value.

Current work on the development of ad-
vanced ultrasonic methods for inspection of
cast stainless steel components should be
continued,

Present ISI programs should be modified to
obtain essential data that are needed for the
evaluation of LWR cast stainless steel
components.
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